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BUILDING: CLOSED
CHURCH:  OPEN



We are Church

Beloved of God,

As this edition of the Messenger magazine 
arrives in your mailbox, we will have been 
away from each other physically for almost 
exactly three months.  We have passed 
through the end of Lent and all of Eastertide. 
Now we look toward the “Ordinary Days” that 
follow Pentecost and are yet not sure when 
we will be able to join together as we did prior 
to COVID-19.  

Although there is an 
opportunity for limited 
numbers to gather in 
the Sanctuary now, 
the leadership of 
the congregation is 
choosing not to rush 
back together.  The 
many recommendations 
for such gatherings 
would greatly diminish 
our worship experience: no 
more than 100 people allowed; 
people over 65 and those with underlying 
health conditions would be encouraged to 
stay away; no singing; no unison prayers; no 
physical contact; no fellowship time; no child 
care; no Sunday School; no Time for Children 
up front.  And, on top of it all: no coffee!

The first general rule of our church is to 
do no harm.  Until we have passed through 
a number of weeks with fewer restrictions in 
public movement and see the impact that has 
on the spread of the virus, prudence and care 

for one another and the wider community 
seem to be the most faithful ways for our 
congregation to move forward. In these days 
of virtual worship, study and community, 
though, there has been a gift for which I want 
us to give thanks.   

I went back to The United Methodist 2016 
Book of Discipline (BOD) to remind myself 

what it says about how we define 
church.  Now, that might 

not seem like the most 
interesting thing to read 

in these days; much is 
devoted to the rather 
dry and boring rules 
and guidelines about 
how we operate.  

And, as a Reconciling 
Congregation, there are 

significant parts of the 
BOD we vigorously disagree 

with and are working to change. 
But the BOD also contains excellent 

parameters about how we understand faith, 
grace, scripture, mission and discipleship. Let 
me share with you some of what it says about 
church:

¶ 120. The Mission—The mission of the 
Church is to make disciples of Jesus Christ 
for the transformation of the world. Local 
churches and extension ministries of the 
Church provide the most significant arenas 
through which disciple-making occurs.

By Rev. Sandra Olewine, Pastor
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¶ 122. The Process for Carrying Out Our 
Mission—We make disciples as we: —proclaim 
the gospel, seek, welcome and gather persons 
into the body of Christ; —lead persons to commit 
their lives to God through baptism by water and 
the spirit and profession of faith in Jesus Christ; 
—nurture persons in Christian living through 
worship, the sacraments, spiritual disciplines, and 
other means of grace, such as Wesley’s Christian 
conferencing; —send persons into the world to 
live lovingly and justly as servants of Christ by 
healing the sick, feeding the hungry, caring for 
the stranger, freeing the oppressed, being and 
becoming a compassionate, caring presence, and 
working to develop social structures that are 
consistent with the gospel; and —continue the 
mission of seeking, welcoming and gathering 
persons into the community of the body of Christ.

¶ 124. Our Mission in the World—God’s self-
revelation in the life, death, and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ summons the Church to ministry in 
the world through witness by word and deed in 
light of the Church’s mission. The visible church 
of Christ as a faithful community of persons 
affirms the worth of all humanity and the value of 
interrelationship in all of God’s creation.

¶ 126. The Heart of Christian Ministry—The 
heart of Christian ministry is Christ’s ministry 
of outreaching love. Christian ministry is the 
expression of the mind and mission of Christ by 
a community of Christians that demonstrates a 
common life of gratitude and devotion, witness 
and service, celebration and discipleship. All 
Christians are called through their baptism to this 
ministry of servanthood in the world to the glory 
of God and for human fulfillment.

 

 ¶ 128. The Ministry of the Community—The 
church as the community of the new covenant has 
participated in Christ’s ministry of grace across 
the years and around the world. It stretches out 
to human needs wherever love and service may 
convey God’s love and ours. The outreach of such 
ministries knows no limits. 

¶ 130. Faithful Ministry—The people of God, 
who are the church made visible in the world, must 
convince the world of the reality of the gospel or 
leave it unconvinced. There can be no evasion 
or delegation of this responsibility; the church 
is either faithful as a witnessing and serving 
community, or it loses its vitality and its impact on 
an unbelieving world.

Did you notice what is not included in any of 
these descriptions of the church?  

There isn’t a word about buildings. The 
church is a people:  a gathered people, a praying 
people, a sent people, a serving people, a justice-
seeking people, a love-offering people, a gospel-
proclaiming people. Maybe you remember the 
hymn:  

The Church is not a building;
the Church is not a steeple;
the Church is not a resting-place;
the Church is a people.
I am the Church! You are the Church!
We are the Church together!
All who follow Jesus,
all around the world!
Yes, we’re the Church together!

   - Richard Avery and Donald Marsh

                         (Cont. on p. 4)
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Now, we all love our grand Sanctuary.  
I know that when the morning light 
streams through the stained-
glass windows, creating 
glorious patterns of color 
on the chancel floor, 
the sight takes my 
breath away.  When 
it is filled with music 
and prayer, the Spirit 
of God is tangibly 
present.  When we 
share in baptism or 
communion together, it 
is holy ground.  And all 
of our other rooms enable 
us to carry out our mission 
and ministry with programs for 
people of all ages and allow us to 
partner with others to do the good work 
of serving our community and the world.  

But, during this time when our facilities have had to 
be closed, we have not stopped being the church.  In 
fact, the church has been OPEN the whole time.  We 
have never stopped being a gathered people, a praying 
people, a sent people, a serving people, a justice-
seeking people, a love-offering people, or a gospel-
proclaiming people.  Yes, we have had to discover new 
ways to be church through new ways to worship, learn 
and fellowship together, new ways of serving others, 
and in new ways of sharing the gospel.  But we are 
adapting to the context in which we find ourselves 
and being faithful to our calling, despite not having a 

building to facilitate that ministry.  We have 
learned through these challenging 

days what is most important to 
our discipleship: how we are 

living it out in our daily 
lives.  When we do that, 

the church is open for 
business.

The stories in this 
magazine highlight 
some of the ways we 
have been church even 

while our facilities 
have been closed.  I hope 

you will find inspiration 
in these pages and be 

encouraged to know that God 
has equipped us for this time and 

that the Spirit is moving through us 
so that we continue to be faithful disciples of Jesus.  
Praise be to God!
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Blue Church: 
Honoring Essential 
Workers and Healers

During the months of April and May, our prominent building on Colorado Boulevard was illuminated in blue to express 
gratitude to the many “essential” workers and health care professionals who have continued to serve us during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  Some members of our own church family are among those on the “front lines,” as you can see in the 
list we have compiled.  We thank and honor each of you, in whatever role you work.  

THANK YOU:

Homer Boyd - Doctor
Matthew Caligiuri - Dentist
Pearl Ambrosio Caligiuri - Dentist
Leslie Carpenter - Dentist
Merideth DeLeon - Nurse
Tommy Elrod - Trader Joe’s Worker
Brian Hendricks - EMT
Lydia In - Physical Therapist
Lia Lohr - Nurse
Ryo Miyasaka - EMT
Luis Montes - Doctor
Daniel Niemann - Oral Surgeon
Iris Perez- Doctor
Scott Russell - Physical Therapist
Sue Sun - Medical Researcher
Lisa Vasquez - Doctor
Fiona Wertheimer - Doctor
Jeff Wertheimer - Neuropsychologist
Karen Zancovich - ER Doctor

“We embrace the meaning in each 
interaction with our patients. We greatly 
appreciate the resilience and find 
inspiration in the teams with whom we 
work.”  
—  JEFFREY WERTHEIMER, Chief of Psychology 
and Neuropsychology Services at Cedars-Sinai 
and FIONA WERTHEIMER, Assistant Professor 
Pediatrics at Keck School of Medicine of USC

“Cancer does not stop for COVID-19… I make sure the patients 
stay strong enough to tolerate their treatments. I’m also there 
to be their emotional support as these patients are not allowed 
to have their family/loved ones with them while they are in the 
hospital... It’s scary enough to fight cancer ‘alone’ in the hospital, 
even more scary for these patients being in the high risk group. 
It’s an honor and privilege to work and guide these patients in 
their journey to fight cancer.” 
— LYDIA IN, Physical Therapist at USC Norris Cancer Hospital
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Have you driven by the church on a Tuesday morning 
and noticed a line of people outside along Oakland 
Avenue?  They are our dear clients for the Social Services 
Mission here at FUMC.  There are no signs announcing 
this. It is word-of-mouth, from one client to another, 
that informs this community of our presence in their 
midst.

During the “before COVID” time, the Social Services 
was open every Tuesday from 10 a.m. until 1 p.m. or 
later, as long as folks had arrived before the 1 p.m. cut 
off.  Currently, we are operating with shorter hours and 
some changes to our procedures.  Of course, we hope to 
return to offering more of our services once it is deemed 
safe to do so.

Before all of our lives were changed, the regular Social 
Service routine was very different from how it is now.  
On a typical Tuesday, folks would line up and wait for 
the door to be opened at 10 a.m. After signing in at our 
front table (some use their full names, some nicknames, 
some pseudonyms—whichever they are comfortable 
using), our clients would then wait for their turn. Some 
took advantage of this time to charge their phones 

using the power strip we’ve provided 
to reduce tension over access to 
outlets. Some would sleep, some 
would “hold court,” and others 
would simply sit and wait 
to be called into the pantry 
area. 

Once they came to the 
pantry area, they were offered 
a basket of non-perishable and 
easily-opened food. They were 
encouraged to take whatever they 
wanted and to leave the rest behind. We 
would check to see if they needed hygiene items, and 
we’d let them know what we had to offer so they could 
make their days just a little easier. (Because most of our 
clients had visited us before, we could anticipate some 
of their needs.  Often our volunteers would see a need 
and provide for our clients with items from their own 
homes, or specially purchased to add to our shelves.) 
After clients had gotten their food and toiletries, they 
would then spend a few minutes picking out clothes

Tuesdays Since COVID
by Pat Spalding
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that were generously donated by our parishioners. We 
offered new socks, underwear, and, during the colder 
weather, gloves, hats, blankets and scarves.

Client visits often involved a few hugs and words of 
encouragement or understanding.  We hoped that they 
left us knowing not just that someone cared, but that 
each of us cared deeply for them. 

Who are our clients? Most of them are homeless, 
while some have housing but need help to stay on their 
feet. Some are barely out of their teens and some are 
in their 70s.  There’s no “typical client;” the common 
thread is that they need some help. The majority of 
them are so appreciative of whatever aid we can offer.  
We know most of them by name, and when someone 
stops coming we are left to wonder what has become of 
them. Sometimes other clients will give us updates, but 
we are left with wondering if they’re okay.  

The way things are currently, the time with our clients 
is shortened. Since many of our volunteers cannot be 
at the church on Tuesdays (including myself), the few 
that can are now taking on additional Tuesdays.  Clients 
receive a grocery bag of food and hygiene items if they 
request them. Likewise, underwear and socks, but the 
clothing closets are closed.  Because of the virus, we 
have added masks to our regular stock items, as we all 
are aware that without them our clients cannot ride a 
bus or visit grocery or convenience stores. We aren’t 
able to give hugs or even fist-bumps and our listening 
time is decreased.  But we’re still here and doing as 
much as we can. During this change Aisha suggested 
and spearheaded an overhaul/remodel of the pantry 
and overstock storage closet.  She, with the help of her 
crew, did a fantastic job, and it looks great!
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Up until March 19, 2020, I always 
thought I knew exactly what 

the Social Services ministry 
and its volunteers did on 
Tuesdays from 10:00 a.m. 
to 1:00 p.m. They handed 
out food, clothing and bus 
passes while providing 

listening ear and warm 
smiles to our unhoused 

neighbors and low-income 
community. Little did I know that a 

pandemic would sweep in and I would learn firsthand 
what the volunteers do. As many know, a number of 
our volunteers fall into the vulnerable age category and 
are required to shelter at home during the COVID-19 
pandemic. As a result, few volunteers remained to help 
in Social Services. Eager to help, I decided to fill in as I 
am in the church office several days of the week (even 
though we are technically closed.)

The first question was: How were we going to 
continue to serve our community safely during this 
time, while safeguarding the health of the volunteers 
and the clients we serve?

Taking a page from Friends In Deed, it was 
decided that clients would not be allowed to “shop 
for themselves.” The volunteers would pre-bag all 
groceries. Clothing distribution would be suspended 
until the threat of spreading the coronavirus has passed 
and only requested and necessary hygiene items would 
be distributed. Because of physical distancing protocols, 

only one volunteer can be in the pantry while another 
volunteer is handing out the groceries.

If you have ever been in the Social Services area at the 
north end of Great Hall, you know it’s a very small space 
made up of various storage racks.  These hold canned 
foods, clothing and various hygiene items, similar 
to a mini grocery store. During my first few weeks of 
volunteering, I recognized the need to organize the 
pantry to better serve our clients and provide more 
efficiency while doing so. We began to see an uptick 
in the number of clients showing up because Friends 
in Deed temporarily closed their food pantry due to 
infection and a shortage of food. We needed more food, 
and were receiving generous donations from the church 
family. But there was not enough space to inventory it.

I Thought 
I Knew
By Aisha Figilis-Williams, 
Church Facilities Manager
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Seeking approval from Social Services Director, Pat 
Spalding, Pastor Sandy, and Trustees Chair, Marilynne 
Wilander, I proposed a reorganization project. I 
requested updating the storage racks and bins and 
suggested a system to make food distribution more 
efficient. They each gave their blessing and Marilynne 
personally donated the funds to make this project come 
to life.

Gerry Poulin picked up the racks from Home Depot. 
Ashley Slade and her husband, Colin, put the racks 
together and assisted me in organizing the pantry.  We 
now have a better use of space in Social Services.

My hope is that once things resume to a somewhat 
“new normal” and the volunteers are able to return to 
their roles in Social Services, they will be happy with 

the upgrades and know that it was completed from a 
place of love for the church, carrying on our mission of 
giving back to the community and showing love to our 
neighbors.

In the words of St. Augustine, “What does love look 
like? It has the hands to help others. It has the feet to 
hasten to the poor and needy. It has eyes to see misery 
and want. It has the ears to hear the sighs and sorrows 
of people. That is what love looks like.”

“By all these things, I have shown you that by working 
in this way we must help the weak, and remember the 
words of the Lord Jesus that he himself said, ‘It is more 
blessed to give than to receive.’”- Acts 20:35

“It is more blessed to give 
than to receive.”

     -Acts 20:35

9

SU
M

M
ER

fu
m

cp
as

ad
en

a.
or

g



For the past four years, our congregation at First 
United Methodist Church of Pasadena has been 
collaborating with Muleji Village in the D.R. Congo 
to build the only high school in the village. We raised 
$93,000 in four years to construct nine classrooms, 
an administration center, and bathrooms. In return, 
Prefect Kabela grew the school to its maximum capacity 
of 450 students (grades 7-12) and the teachers provided 
such excellent instruction that all graduating students 
to date have passed the national exams. In addition, we 
raised $12,000 to pay all teacher salaries from November 
2019 to April 2020 while the government evaluated 
the school to determine if it would be awarded official 
government status.   

Now, we have more good news from Prefect Kabela: 
The government came in January, inspected the 
school and approved Muleji High School as an official 
government school.   This means that the government 
now pays the Muleji teachers and provides the school 
with operations funding. We did it – together! The 
teachers began to be paid by the government; they are 
off to a good start!  However, we are in the middle of 
a pandemic and the school had to shut down for the 
safety of the teachers and students and the government 
has stopped payment to all schools.   So, now they are 
waiting, just as we wait in social distancing mode.   Still, 
it seems like the best outcome possible.  The youth of 
Muleji Village now have a path of education toward 
hope and new possibility.   Praise be to God!    

Muleji High School: 
Rejoice! We did it!
By Rev. Dr. Deb Shepherd-Webster
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2020 was a hard year to graduate, but your church wishes you 
God’s blessings as you launch into the next phase of your life!

High School Graduates
Chaz Abernathy
Tyler Atkinson

Maggie Cole
Henry Dyson
Joshua Hauck

College Graduates
Susanne Carpenter (Loyola Marymount University)

Dale Case (Cal State LA)
Wesley In (Loyola Marymount University)

Chris Moran (Cal St Monterey Bay)
Zoe Perez (USC)

Elaine Wittry (UC Berkley)

Congratulations to Our 
Graduates!



“We must be ready to allow ourselves to be interrupted 
by God.” Those words of the theologian Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer have resonated tremendously among our 
church community in 2020. If there has ever been a 
time that we have been shaken from complacency in 
our faith and relationship with the church, then it is 
now. A global pandemic has deprived us of the ability 
to come together in person and worship and fellowship 
with other church members. Social and political unrest 
challenge our long-held beliefs and force us to see the 
world and others in new ways. God has interrupted 
us at FUMC Pasadena, but we have adapted and in so 
doing have recommitted ourselves to our faith and in 
the expression of faith and love to each other and our 
community. 

 The Pasadena Methodist Foundation continues 
its work to support the church and local community 
despite the impediments of recent world events, just 
as all those who formed and have sustained it over the 
decades would have wanted. This past year has been an 
extraordinarily successful year for the Foundation. In 
its continuing support of the church and its ministries, 
the Foundation contributed $449,000 to the FUMC 
Pasadena operating budget. That contribution, in 
conjunction with contributions from the funds overseen 
by the church’s Board of Trustees and, most importantly, 
continued contributions from the congregation, have 
enabled the church to continue to minister to church 
members and the broader community through these 
challenging times of social distancing and economic 
hardship. 

 In addition to its general contribution to the 
church operating budget, the Foundation over the past 
year made additional grants for church operations 
and ministry in the amount of $54,895. These grants 
included a contribution of $18,000 to Friends in Deed, 
which provides nothing less than heroic services 

to the underprivileged and unhoused in Pasadena. 
Additionally, the Foundation granted the church 
$28,000 in continued support for its ministries of 
hospitality and communication, permitting the 
church to staff positions devoted to the nurture and 
development of new and continuing members and to 
convey to church and community members all that our 
church has to offer. The Foundation also contributed 
$2,000 to Mental Health America of Los Angeles in 
furtherance of the work it does with the homeless 
veteran population in Southern California. 

Church Interrupted?
by Kevin Lussier, Chair of the Pasadena Methodist Foundation
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The Foundation further supported the diverse work of 
the church by providing $4,000 in support of the multi-
generational summer drama production of “Newsies.” 
The youth group received $2,000 to assist it with its 
annual mission trip. The Foundation also provided 
monetary support for the further education of church 
staff, pastoral and lay, through gifts such as that to our 
talented organist Aaron Shows to attend this summer’s 
convention of The American Guild of Organists (which 
has, sadly, been cancelled) and to Pastor Sandy Olewine 
to attend a very important briefing in advance of this 
summer’s session of our Annual Conference. 

 As it traditionally has done, the Foundation was a 
strong supporter of our church community’s students 
as they pursued scholarly and educational endeavors. 
The Foundation this past year provided $23,250 in 
scholarship funds to students attending community 
colleges and universities. Additionally, the Foundation 
provided $5,000 in theological and seminary 
scholarships. The Foundation will continue its tradition 
of supporting our students this coming academic year. 

 A jewel of our congregation is Camp Sky Meadows, 
which is owned by the Foundation and operated by the 
church. The Foundation is committed to maintaining 
and improving the camp for the enjoyment and spiritual 
sustenance that it provides not only to church members 
and groups, but also to outside groups that gather 
there for the inspiration that nature provides. Studies 
have shown that many individuals have their first 
meaningful faith and church community experiences at 
church camp. This past year, the Foundation devoted 
approximately $19,000 of its funds for necessary capital 
improvements to Camp Sky Meadows. 

 We fully anticipate that God will continue to 
“interrupt” us with challenges and jolts to our usual 
ways of operating and thinking. These interruptions 
are opportunities for us as faithful individuals and 
institutions to hear and answer God’s call to worship 
and service in new ways, building upon our traditions. 
The Pasadena Methodist Foundation remains strong, 
and indeed becomes stronger over time due to steady 
stewardship today, and the ongoing support and 
gifts from church members. The Foundation also is 

extremely grateful for those who over the years have 
bestowed it with gifts from their estates once their 
earthly time has passed. In that regard, the Foundation 
received over $300,000 this past year from members of 
the church community who generously provided for it 
in their estate planning. 

 The Foundation exists to support the church and its 
ministries. Thus, the Foundation exists to serve you. In 
this time of interruption, we at the Foundation ask you 
to reflect upon the enduring institutions of our church 
and the Pasadena Methodist Foundation and pray for 
our continued work of putting God’s word into action. 
As part of those reflections, we suggest that you think 
prayerfully how you may help our institutions continue 
to flourish. 

 To learn more about the history, mission, and 
activities of the Pasadena Methodist Foundation, 
as well as how to give to or become a member of the 
Foundation, you are invited to visit it online at www.
pasadenamethodistfoundation.org. 
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During Lent, we turned to God to ask what we could 
do to help the world become a better place. For two 
families at First UMC Pasadena, the answer to that 
question was a fast to see how much we can decrease 
our plastic use and, in so doing, decrease our carbon 
footprint and our contributions to the landfill.

Ann and Steph Burke and Deb and Gary Webster 
took on the challenge to decrease their use of 
single use plastics. For the first week of Lent, they 
both collected the plastic they used without trying 
to avoid plastic packaging. Then, for the next five 
weeks, they actively worked to decrease their use of 
plastics, recording in a second photo their plastic use 
in the last week of Lent.

The result: both families were able to reduce their 
plastic use by 50-60%. The photos clearly show that 
the amount of plastic used after five weeks was way 
down. By making smart decisions about what we buy, 
we CAN decrease our use of plastics significantly.

As Ann Burke said, “This exercise was insightful 
and rewarding, increasing our awareness of the 
plastic we use. We plan to continue to use less plastic 
and find more solutions.” 

Both families found that, even in the midst of 
this pandemic and sheltering at home, we can 
make a difference. This brings us hope, but we must 
also acknowledge that it can be difficult and more 
expensive to decrease our plastic use as long as 
vendors continue to use plastic packaging. Thus, the 
most important thing we can do is to SPEAK OUT, 
tell manufacturers and grocery stores to sell products 
with no plastic packaging and advocate for change in 
packaging at local, state and national levels.

Decreasing Our Use of 
Plastics

Week 1

5 Weeks Later

Week 1

5 Weeks Later

By Rev. Dr. Deb Shepherd-Webster
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Music for Hope:
A Very Special 
Third@First 
Livestream
Saturday, July 18 at 4 p.m.

Join pianist and Third@First founder Junko Ueno Garrett 

along with her spouse, cellist David Garrett, pianist Paul Floyd, 

Aaron Shows, Rob Hayes and Greg Norton for a variety of music 

livestreamed from the Sanctuary.  Let music heal!

Summer Musical 
Goes Virtual!

For its 47th consecutive production, the church’s Summer Musical this year will GO 

VIRTUAL!  The cast is already hard at work creating an audio-visual piece that will be 

presented via livestream during a celebration gala on the evening of Saturday, July 25 

(which would have been the closing night of the “live” show). It will be a fun and lively 

evening focussed on the worldwide premiere of an audio-visual piece showcasing the 

talents of our cast.  

We look forward to engaging in this over the coming months in lieu of our usual summer 

of singing, dancing, and rehearsing together. Please plan to join us!

Saturday, July 25
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https://www.youtube.com/user/fumcpasadenavideo

View all of our livestream events on our Youtube Channel:

https://www.thirdatfirst.org/
https://www.youtube.com/user/fumcpasadenavideo
https://www.youtube.com/user/fumcpasadenavideo


Our congregation has been a part of the Family 
Promise network since September 2019. To date we 
have hosted three times. This has given many people 
of all ages in our congregation the opportunity to 
volunteer for this wonderful ministry.  Together 
we have gathered games, bedding, books and toys 
for the families when they visit.  We have served as 
overnight, evening and dinner hosts, grocery shoppers 
and monetary contributors.  Through conversation, 
smiles and notes of encouragement we have made our 
guests feel welcome as they seek a safe, private, and 
comfortable place to sleep at night.

The hosting network is comprised of 13 faith-based 
organizations in the San Gabriel Valley. Each week, 
congregations take turns providing meals, fellowship 
and overnight shelter for families admitted into the 
program.  This is an important component of the 
Family Promise program, but behind the scenes much 
more is happening to help each family become stable 
and regain sustainable housing.

What Family Promise Provides
Family Promise of San Gabriel Valley has a day 

center where families can come to take showers, do 
laundry and receive assistance in the form of intensive 
weekly case management. It includes assessing the 
family’s needs and connecting them to wrap-around 
services through their network of community partners.  
These services include healthcare, job development, 
childcare, mental health, academic resources and 
housing connections. 

A Recent Success Story
Those who participated in our February hosting 

will fondly remember Luisa (mom), Vanessa (10) and 

Anthony (1).  We were their first host church. When 
they came to us mid-week in February, we were 
already hosting another family. Our volunteers had 
to quickly adjust food plans and sleeping quarters to 
accommodate a second family. 

Luisa describes being scared and overwhelmed when 
she came to our church that first night in February. 
She stumbled upon Family Promise and, after two days 
with us, she told me that she finally had hope. She 
hadn’t felt that way in a long time. After delivering her 
second child by Caesarean section, she found herself 
homeless a week later with a newborn and a ten-year 
old autistic daughter. In her words:

“I was desperate to have a place to stay with 
my kids; all the shelters were full. After staying 
temporarily with friends and relatives for 12 
months, I was running out of options. Some 
‘friends’ were willing to offer shelter in exchange 
for sex. I felt miserable knowing that it was up 
to me to ensure that my children had a roof over 
their heads. That day, I contacted 211 [a hub for 
community members looking for all types of health, 
human, and social services] who referred me to 
Family Promise.  I will never forget crying after I 
left the interview. Thank God, I was accepted into 
the program.”

The Magic of Our Partnership 
with Family Promise
by Beth Gerber
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Less than six months later, Luisa graduated from 
Family Promise.  She has a job and her family has 
transitioned into permanent housing through the case 
management services and shelter network provided by 
the organization.  As soon as restrictions are lifted and 
churches are able to host families again, she plans to 
volunteer at our church!

Hosting in the Time of COVID-19
Family Promise is still accepting and hosting 

families during this time of the coronavirus.  Families 
are given hotel lodging and hosting congregations 
are asked to fund their housing and food costs for the 
week.  Even during this time of remote worshipping, 
our congregation fully participated during our hosting 
week in May. Through generous donations and notes 
of encouragement we fulfilled our responsibilities for 
our hosting week.  

Our next hosting is September 20-26.  
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As society confronts the challenges posed by the 
frightening COVID-19 pandemic, Rev. Olewine reminds 
us, “Church is not a building.”  These words truly 
represent how the members of our church feel about the 
mission and the work of the congregation.  Our faith, 
fellowship and generosity remain strong even though 
we are not able to come together in the Sanctuary.  

When the Safer-at-Home orders were announced on 
March 19, it was a shock.  No one was prepared.  No one 
knew what it really meant.  Soon the questions began.  
How will we worship?  How will we nurture everyone to 
grow in faith?  Will we be able to continue to provide 
food and other resources to our neighbors in need?  
Will the contributions that the church needs to support 
its mission and ministry continue? Will we be able to 
support our staff and keep them all fully employed?  

Twelve weeks later the answers to these questions 
are clear.   

Worship was quickly moved entirely on-line. We 
are blessed because our church already had a YouTube 
presence so the technical aspects of this form of worship 
weren’t a mystery.  We are grateful for the gifts of Dave 
Lohr, who, with assistance from Mike Underwood, 
rapidly sent instructions out to everyone involved 
on what would be needed to provide a meaningful 
experience as worship moved to a pre-recorded webcast.  
The pastoral staff had to adjust not only how they 
provide worship leadership but how they both cared 
for and nurtured us.  The church’s musicians and the 
children’s music directors all offered creative ideas so 
they could continue to support worship. The office staff 

quickly adjusted to working from home.  Ashley Slade, 
the Communications Associate, has kept our presence 
alive on social media, prepared additional and timely 
E-blasts, continued to produce bulletins for download, 
and redesigned the website. Aisha Figilis-Willams has 
beautifully managed the facilities throughout this 
time, guiding major repairs that had to be done and 
dealing with security challenges. She has facilitated 
the continuation of our Social Service ministry every 
week, even giving her time and resources to help 
hand out food to our neighbors.  She and Ashley (and 
Ashley’s husband, Colin) reorganized the entire pantry 
to provide better access to the food and other supplies.  
(See articles elsewhere in this issue). Our custodians, 
Livingstone and Calbert, have used this time to work on 
projects that are often challenging to have time to do. 
They continue to maintain the outside of our property 
and have undertaken deep cleaning and organizing on 
the inside.  Tim Sun has continued to care faithfully for 
the business of the church, which carries on whether 
we are in the building or not.  Let us all take time to 
express appreciation to the staff – clergy and lay – for 
the outstanding work they have done to be ‘the church.’

Of course, there is no plate to pass when we worship 
online and the sudden end of in-person worship posed 
a financial challenge to us.  Anticipated income from 
facility rentals also abruptly ended.  The March financial 
picture was pretty dismal.  Income was $20,000 less 
than expected, while at the same time the church was 
faced with huge repair costs to replace a gas line and a 
100-year-old sewer line under the Sanctuary. 

More Than a 
Building
by Cynthia Kurtz, 
Chairperson, Committee on Finance 
and Rev. Sandra Olewine
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But Methodists are resourceful people. We don’t 
wait for things to get worse. Quickly, the staff looked 
for places to reduce costs. The request to consider 
moving to electronic giving was heeded by many 
members. We, in fact, tripled the number of households 
using the online giving platform.  We are so grateful to 
those of you who did because you have helped provide 
regular donations through that method.  Others have 
continued to faithfully send checks.  Your generosity 
has not only kept the church from falling behind on 
paying its bills and meeting its commitments, but it 
has also allowed us to continue to support our staff and 
critical community needs.  

In April, your faithfulness was abundant as the 
pledges and contributions were $10,000 higher than 
the monthly budget anticipated. In addition, over 
$10,000 was given to the Social Service ministry and 
the special COVID-19 fund.  Our May contributions 
were higher than May 2019, although about $10,000 
below the anticipated income budgeted for this month.  
The annual worker’s compensation bill is also paid in 
May, so that is a large one-time expenditure.  Those 
two things mean that in May we have a slight deficit in 
the budget but we do not anticipate that being a long-
term challenge going forward. 

Beyond funding our church’s budget, your generosity 
has allowed us to continue to provide support to 
Learning Works, Friends in Deed, Union Station, Family 
Promise, and our own Social Service ministry.  It has 
also allowed the pastors to provide support to individual 
families in need of help in these difficult days.

Building rentals provide about 10% of our annual 
income, approximately $150,000 each year.  We know 
this source of revenue will be deeply affected by the 
new reality in which we are living, not only this year 
but likely into 2021.  The good news is that we were 
able to apply for the Federal Payroll Protection Program 
(PPP), which was available to churches and non-profit 
organizations in addition to small businesses. 

The primary goal of the PPP is to keep workers 
employed but utilities and mortgage interest payments 
are also eligible costs. The loan will be converted to a 
grant as we will spend at least 75 percent of the amount 

for payroll by maintaining existing employee positions 
and compensation levels. The church church’s PPP loan 
is in the amount of $166,000. This will help us replace 
the loss of income from facility rentals and keep our 
staff employed.  An additional word of thanks to Tim 
Sun for his diligent work on applying for this source of 
income for our congregation.

There are challenges ahead, though, that we will 
need to overcome together.  

Church Trustee and Pasadena Methodist Foundation 
funds are invested in stocks and money markets that 
could be impacted if there is a long and deep recession.  
Both provide significant support to the annual operating 
expenses.  Camp Sky Meadows had a record year in 
2019, closing “in the black” for the first time in many 
years, and we were looking forward to another strong 
year as reservations were abundant.  But the camp, like 
many other large group gathering sites, has been closed 
by the San Bernardino County Health Department.  The 
Camp Committee does not anticipate opening the camp 
this summer.  But the camp still needs to be staffed and 
maintained so expenses continue, despite no income.  
We are blessed to have our Camp Manager, Jeff Potter, 
caring for the camp in this time.  He is using these days 
to make facility improvements that will benefit the 
camp when it is able to open again.

In conclusion, while the income is still projected 
to have a small deficit at the end of the current fiscal 
year, year to date, our church’s income is 96% of what 
was projected, and the balance sheet remains strong.  
Alleluia!

God has clearly guided us successfully to this 
point! In trust, the congregation has continued to 
give generously. We are blessed to be able to still be 
the church, reaching out to the world in this uncertain 
and challenging time with the love of Christ. We know 
that God will watch over us, continuing to bless us 
regardless of what the future brings.  In that sure and 
certain hope, then, let us remain strong in our faith, 
fellowship and generosity.
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RETURN SERVICES REQUESTED

fumcpasadena.org

Wednesdays in July
10:30 a.m. or 5:30 p.m.

Compassion Camp is centered on compassion for 
others, ourselves, and the world. It’s a free, virtual 
program that will include both live and recorded 
sessions for children ages 3 to 12. We’ll sing, play, 
move, learn and grow together! Registration will 
be opening soon! If you would like to volunteer, 
contact Pastor Jen, jchapman@fumcpasadena.org.

https://www.facebook.com/FUMCPasadena
https://www.instagram.com/fumcpasadena/
https://www.youtube.com/user/fumcpasadenavideo

