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No Turning Back



Sorting and Sifting

Autumn is now just a few days away, 
officially.  With temperatures hovering 
around 100 degrees as I write this, though, 
that seems difficult to imagine.  I am anxious 
for the new season to begin, however, 
bringing with it the crisper morning air and 
changes in colors, even if they are not as 
dramatic as in other parts of the country.  
I am ready for pots of chili, fall-colored 
candles, and cozy blankets.  Soon, I’ll begin 
pruning some of the plants in my yard, 
trimming off dried-up flowers and 
cutting back growth, preparing 
them for winter’s gift of 
renewal!

My mother saw the 
coming of fall as a time 
to clean the house 
from top to bottom.  
From carpets and rugs 
to drapes and blinds, 
from baseboards and 
furniture to appliances 
and countertops, everything 
– and I mean everything – was 
moved, dusted, washed, steamed, and 
ironed.  Throw pillows were changed and 
blankets were placed on couches and chairs.  
Spring and summer clothes were put away 
and fall and winter clothes brought out.  It 
was a habit born of growing up and living 
in the mountains of Pennsylvania for most 
of my parents’ lives. This was a family affair 
as everyone was given chores to help in this 
time of change and preparation. 

Maybe that is why I have long found these 
closing months of the year to be a time 

in which to gather up what has or hasn’t 
been.  Reflecting on hopes and dreams, 
shortcomings and failings, I spend time 
sifting through the previous months of the 
year, noting the highs and lows, the planned 
and the unexpected, sorting through it all in 
order to discover what to hold on to, what 
needs attention, or what to discard as the 
new year approaches.

This time of sorting and sifting of 2020 
will be like few others in my life, something 

I imagine is true for most of us as 
little that was planned this 

year has transpired.
We are closing in on 

six months of virtual 
Sunday worship 
and anticipate that 
it will remain the 
norm for months 

to come.  Our faith 
formation programs 

have moved online, with 
a few outdoor in-person 

gatherings for youth happening 
this fall.  Administrative meetings 

are all on Zoom.  Not being together for 
worship, service, learning or fellowship has 
been made even more difficult due to the 
brokenness in our nation that has paralleled 
the impact of COVID-19.  We have seen 
how pervasive systemic racism is and how 
it impacts not only community safety but 
also issues such as housing, health care, 
employment, hunger, and immigration. At 
a time when we are asked to wear masks to 
protect others, the virus of injustice has been
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unmasked and what it reveals is not pretty.  And 
of course, then, there are all the usual challenges 
affecting our everyday lives: work, family, 
education, and health. 

On days when I am tired, fed-up with the 
state of the world and missing 

seeing all of you in 
the flesh, I want 

to order a big 
stamp and mark 
CANCELLED on 
the whole year, 
and quickly 
turn the page to 
2021.

But as I have 
been praying in 

these weeks, God 
has been nudging me to 

change perspectives, to look 
at what is happening around us, among us, and to 
us through a lens of possibility rather than only 
seeing the problems.  Instead of just chucking 
the whole year and writing it off, we can seek 
what gifts it might offer, what grace is exposed.  
God’s invitation is to prayerfully sift, sort, tend, 
and discard, trusting that God is still doing a new 
thing even in this tumultuous time.  

This aligns with Bishop Grant Hagiya’s 
call for local congregations to boldly try new 
things in these days.  He is encouraging us to 
be imaginative in mission and discipleship, 
willing to fail as we explore new ways to be the 
living, breathing, serving Body of Christ.  David 
Kinnaman of the Barna Group, a Christian 
research organization, shared in an interview on 
National Public Radio at the end of August that 
online worship is firmly planted now in people’s 
lives and will impact how people attend worship 
long after we are able to gather again in person.  
People are connecting beyond geographical 
boundaries and forming community in ways we 
never imagined.  Even for congregations like 

ours, who were livestreaming worship before 
COVID-19, how we do that once we return to 
in-person worship cannot be the same if we 
want it to continue to be a vibrant and life-filled 
experience for those worshipping online.

Many things we were in the habit of doing 
didn’t happen this year – and we are still church.  
We are still serving our neighbors. So maybe one 
of the gifts of these days will be an openness to 
really assess what ministries serve the mission 
to which we are called, holding them all more 
loosely in our hands, willing to let some go, 
willing to modify others, and willing to elevate 
some to new importance.  Maybe one of the gifts 
will be the freeing of our imagination so that 
something utterly new emerges, something we 
never thought about or considered.  What does 
it mean to have membership and participation 
beyond geographical boundaries?  What 
neighbors can we serve online that are across the 
nation or around the world?  How might we build 
relationships and community that transcends our 
physical neighborhood?  These are only a few of 
the questions God is inviting us to wrestle with in 
these closing days of 2020.

This fall, maybe like none before it, is a call to 
clean house, to sift and sort, to tidy and discard, 
to get something new to serve the family better 
in the time we are living.  Watch for information 
about how we will engage in this work together 
so that as we move towards 2021 we will do so in 
gratitude for what has been and in eagerness for 
what is yet to be.

Ready to join you in the work,

Rev. Sandra K. Olewine
Pastor
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Social Services Ministry
Snapshots of Service
Every Tuesday food and other necessities of life are distributed through our congregation’s Social Services 

Ministry.  Donations of food and other items from all of us help stock the shelves.  But the tireless work of 

our dedicated volunteers are this ministry’s life blood.  Here are words from some of these committed folks:

We are very happy that 
our family of three was 

baptized in July at First 
UMC and officially 
became Christians. The 
Lord loves the world, 
and everyone could 

get shelter and help 
in the church. As new 

immigrants who have just 
arrived in the United States, we 

have received a lot of help from people in the past 
few months, from which we have felt warmth and 
kindness. We also want to do what we can to help 
others, in order to spread our own love to others in the 
future.

When we first came to the church’s food pantry, we 
were shocked by the complete and thoughtful material 
there. Meals, snacks, and drinks have fully taken 
into account everyone’s dietary needs and tastes. 
Underwear, socks, toiletries, and even nail clippers and 
Q-tips cover everyone’s daily needs. There are also 
diapers for babies and young children, food for pets, 
and people can get almost all the daily necessities 
here.

We have helped as volunteers for four weeks, and 
each time there are different faces, mostly elderly 
people. They all look friendly and confident, and 
carry on a chat with the service staff. Food bags have 
a standard configuration and a wide variety. There is 
an old white-haired gentleman, I have met him twice. 
Every time he will look at the food in the food bag, he 
will take the initiative to return it to us if he does not 

need it to avoid waste. This week, an old gentleman 
asked if we had cat food because he has six cats. I 
regret that I did not have enough time to talk about 
this topic with him. But I think an old man who takes 
care of animals must be a caring person. May the Lord 
bless him!

We enjoy the service and have the chance to get to 
know and feel more about the community. We hope we 
can do more in the future. And it’s also a way to learn 
from daily life. – Zhang Wei and Ma Zhao
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When I retired after working 34 years at the Los 
Angeles County Sheriff’s Department, I felt like it 
was time to give back! As a longtime church member, 
there were two mission projects our church members 
supported that interested me. One of them was the 
Food Pantry. For some time the pantry was run by one 
woman – I think her name was Sharon. She was ready 
to step back and it took several people to replace her. I 
decided to be one of them.

I’ve been working at the pantry for seven or eight 
years.  In that time, I have met several clients who 
have touched my heart:

Christian B. – a psychologically troubled young man. 
He attended classes at PCC and at the same time was 
homeless. He always had spiritual questions I had no 
idea how to answer, but he made me think about my 
own spiritual journey. He wrote me a very lengthy 
letter of appreciation after I was able to provide him 
with a lock for his bike.  I haven’t seen Christian in 
several years. This is a downside to working the pantry. 
The people you learn to love sometimes just stop 
coming. 

James C. – an older man who was homeless for many 
years. He would always talk about his family. Showing 
pictures of his son and daughter and grandkids. He 
was so proud of their accomplishments. James had 
significant health issues. He was finally able to get 
supportive housing, but it was located in a different 
area so he no longer comes to our pantry.

Raylonda J. – She and her “husband” had a difficult 
relationship. He suffered from alcoholism. They used 
our pantry and sometimes slept next to our church. 
Her husband died as the result of a head injury he 
suffered during an altercation one night outside of 
our church. She was devastated.  Our church helped 
her obtain his death certificate which allowed her 
to get some of his benefits.  Pastor Sandy officiated 
a memorial service for him in our chapel which was 
attended by pantry workers and many of the homeless.

Working in the pantry can be both sad and uplifting. 
Dealing with the mentally ill, homeless and the less 
fortunate allows me to appreciate what I’ve been 
given.  It pushes me to give more personally and 
financially to programs that assist them.  I love my 
church because it gives me the opportunity to work 
towards eliminating some of the injustices in our 
society.  – Diane Harris
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A Few More of Diane’s Favorite 
Clients:

Darlene R. (Mother of a young 
man who ended up attending 
Boston University on a scholarship)

A.F. Garcia (We attended Cal State 
LA at the same time!)

James B. (attended Spirit Seekers 
on Sunday morning)

Ricky B.

R. Wilson

F. Block

Jason C.



“At the end of the day, it’s not about what you have or even what 
you’ve accomplished…it’s about who you’ve lifted up, who you’ve made 
better. It’s about what you’ve given back.” ― Denzel Washington

This summer was different from other summers. 
There were many changes, some which included not 
being able to go on Youth Tour, or go to the Annual 
Conference that’s held at Redlands every year. Social 
Services provided a way for me to be able to stay busy 
and help out my community and church. I look forward 
to going in on Mondays to make sandwiches to give 
out to clients the next day. They always appreciate 
having a little something extra. In addition to making 
sandwiches, I helped organize the pantry, and packed 
bags of food that were to be passed out to clients. One 
of my fondest experiences was when we had a little 
extra to pass out, and the faces of the clients would 
light up. That would make my day, seeing the joy on 
their faces. 
- Emma Black
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When I began volunteering in Social Services in 
mid-March, it was to help out temporarily until the 
threat of COVID-19 subsided. Then the volunteers, 
who fall into the vulnerable age category, would 
return. Well, here we are six months later. I’ve realized 
what a hidden blessing this has been for me. I’ve 
always wanted to find a way to volunteer and give back 
to the community, but I never felt I had the time to 
do so. It was easier to write a check. Volunteering in 
Social Services has brought my two worlds together. 
As the Facilities Manager, I interact with many of our 
unhoused neighbors on a daily basis. Since COVID-19, 
I don’t see many of the regulars as much, but I get the 
opportunity to see some of them on Tuesdays.

One of the most heart-warming stories is about 
Jason. Since I began working at FUMC in 2018, 
Jason would come into the office every single day 
at 4:30 p.m. and politely ask to use the restroom. 
Upon leaving, he would always say “thank you.” Our 
conversations never went further than that. This went 
on for a year and a half, until one day, he came into 
the office and said, “I won’t have to use your restroom 
any longer. I have my own place and it has a bathroom 
inside.” And he walked out the door. Well, I hadn’t 
seen Jason since then, but I have seen him every 
Tuesday since I’ve been in the Food Pantry. He always 
says hello and we talk about the weather, his new 
apartment, and how he is doing in general. It’s nice to 
see a smile on Jason’s face. He exudes happiness and 
I’m happy to know he is off the street in his own home. 
- Aisha Figilis-Williams

“At the end of the day, it’s not about what you have or even what 
you’ve accomplished…it’s about who you’ve lifted up, who you’ve made 
better. It’s about what you’ve given back.” ― Denzel Washington

Did You Know?
During the COVID-19 pandemic,  
FUMC Social Services Ministry 
volunteers have prepared and 
given out over 780 pre-packaged 
bags of essential groceries and 
hygiene items to our vulnerable 
neighbors.
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Youth and Children’s Ministries
Making Meaning and 
Connection In Quarantine

Vacation Bible School  (VBS) and Youth Tour are 
summer staples for First UMC families. Children and 
youth look forward to these special events all year, 
and leaders continue to pour time and resources into 
preparing for them and making them happen because 
of the clear and lasting benefit to the Christian 
relationships and faith development they offer our 
young people. This summer, these programs looked a 
little different – actually a lot different! But leaders, 
volunteers, young people and families came together 
and created opportunities for connection, service, faith 
development, and fun, even in a time such as this. 

Plans were well underway for this summer’s 
programs when the global pandemic shut everything 

down. As it became clear that we would not 
be able to carry out VBS or Youth Tour as 

planned, the first thought was simply to 
cancel. Between Zoom fatigue, pandemic 
grief, and the clear disadvantage of 
virtual vs. in-person events, it was 
not easy to see how pivoting to online 

options for VBS or Youth Tour would be 
worthwhile. 

Throughout the month of June, Pastor Jen 
offered virtual meet-ups for children and youth, 
from preschool story times to youth game nights. 
Sometimes attendance was great, other times, no one 
showed. All of us were on the pandemic roller coaster, 
with highs and lows, times of feeling eager to engage 
and times of needing to completely check out. We 
had entertained (but mostly given up on) the idea of 
trying to make any version of Vacation Bible School 
happen. Then, Illustrated Ministry, a company that 

offers progressive, coloring-
based curriculum for churches, 
put out a sample of their first ever 
VBS, written this spring in answer to 
many children’s leaders asking for a virtual program. 
The sample, focussed on compassion and empathy and 
engaging the story of the prodigal son, was so good, 
Pastor Jen was inspired to give it a go! A few Zoom 
meetings and excited emails later, we had a plan for a 
month-long virtual VBS: Compassion Camp! 

Compassion Camp

Compassion Camp met on Wednesdays in the 
month of July, and each week we had a live session 
for one group in the morning and one in the evening. 
We sang songs led by Chrissa Hayes, watched Bible 
stories acted out and recorded on Zoom by some of our 
tweens, and spent time with church friends coloring, 
crafting, learning, and discussing. Additionally, videos 
were made available with activities, like crafts with 
Pam Marx, yoga with Sarah Brunkow, science with 
Donna and Rachel Youngstrom, and Compassion 
In Action (featuring a different leader and activity 
each week to put what we were learning into action.) 
Despite the many challenges of virtual gatherings, 
children learned, grew in faith, and we had a great 
time together! Our virtual time was sweetened by a 
Saturday drive-through event to wrap-up the month, 
offering an opportunity for kids and parents to see 
each other and Compassion Camp leaders, safely and 
briefly, as they came to pick up camp t-shirts and 
celebrate a great month together. “We really needed 
this,” said one family as they said goodbye. 

By Rev. Jen Chapman
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QuaranTOUR

With Compassion 
Camp underway and 
going quite well, Pastor 
Jen began to imagine 
an alternative to the youth summer tour. We had 
originally planned to go to Lake County, California, 
with Sierra Service Project, but had declined their 
virtual replacement as it was an entire week, 
morning through evening of virtual content, which 
the youth council found overwhelming. With many 
youth busy making videos for summer musical or 
helping with Compassion Camp, we had taken a 
break from virtual youth events in July. Pastor Jen 
called a youth council meeting and pitched the idea 
for our own virtual tour, with at least one outdoor 
service project, more service projects youth could 
do on their own, virtual meetups, and goodie bags. 
Emma, Katelyn, and Mphatso liked the ideas and 
added their own, and QuaranTOUR was born! 

Everything’s better with snacks, so Emma, 
Katelyn and Jen packed all kinds of goodies into 
QuaranTOUR bags, along with schedules and the 
super cool logo created by Katelyn’s friend, Elisha 
(who happens to be a very gifted digital artist), and 
delivered them to the youth. Each day the youth 
were encouraged to participate in at least one 
service project. Options included our group service 
project at GroWorks (the garden at Learning Works), 
making sandwiches for our church’s Social Services, 

making phone calls, and baking and 
delivering goodies to seniors who are 

particularly isolated during this 
time. Everyone enjoyed getting 
to see each other in person 
for the garden project at the 
beginning of the week, despite 

the very hot weather! Baking 
and delivering was also a favorite 

service project option. 
As cookies, muffins and scones went out, phone 

calls and emails came pouring in as the recipients 

expressed deep gratitude for these acts of kindness. 
Jan Wentz called to ask that her thanks to Amory 
for the cookies she baked and delivered 
be added to the Messenger. Phyllis 
Underwood wrote, “Two days in 
a row we have been cheered by 
one of your youth. I haven’t the 
words to say how much we have 
appreciated their thoughtfulness… 
In these sad days of staying at home, 
there has not been a lot to break up the monotony, 
but the youth have found a delightful way.” Marilyn 
Morris kept the acts of kindness going by sharing 
some of her cookies with a woman who delivers 
her newspaper whom she has befriended during 
quarantine. 

Serving and gathering virtually each day went a 
long way to lift the spirits of the youth and leaders, 
as well as those they served. In reflection on the 
week, the youth noted that the acts of service helped 
them to see beyond the frustrations of their own 
situations, to be grateful for what they have, and 
brought them joy as they were able to bring joy to 
others.

Now, as we begin a new program year still staying 
safe at home, we have the experience and renewed 
energy to provide meaningful programs for children 
and youth. While we long for the day when we can 
join hands once again to say our blessing, we trust 
that the Lord will indeed “bless us and keep us,” and 
we’ll keep doing all we can to connect, have fun, and 
grow in faith.

UMYF Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you;
the Lord make his face to shine 
upon you, and be gracious to you;
the Lord lift up his countenance 
upon you, and give you peace. 
Amen.

(NUMBERS 6:24–26)
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“Together.” We used to think we knew just what that word meant.  Most of us never thought about 
how the definition might be stretched, how important togetherness might become or how clever 
we’d need to become in order to make it happen.  2020 has certainly changed and challenged things!  
But, while our togetherness may not have happened in the Sanctuary or in Fellowship Hall, in the 
Choir Room or classrooms, it happened – through YouTube and Zoom, in parking lots and by phone, 
by email and cards!  And through it all, we were together with God, whose love covers every distance 
and heals every heart.  Therefore, the ocean roars, the floods clap, the hills sing - and the people pour 
themselves out in praise. 
 
That is why the theme for worship in November will be Together for Joy as we plan for this 
congregation’s great outpouring of generosity for mission and ministry in 2021.

Great One, for you the floods clap, for you the hills sing. You know my situation better 
than anyone. Take my credits and debits, ins and outs, my pluses and minuses, surpluses 

and lacks, and show me how to use them to join the great chorus of creation. Amen.

On behalf of the Finance Committee, I want to 
express our sincere thanks to each of you for fulfilling 
your pledges and even giving beyond them this year.  
Your commitments have made our church stronger and 
allowed the church’s Social Services Ministry to meet the 
needs of 30 to 40 families each week as well as provide 
continuing support for community partners like Friends 
in Deed, Union Station, Family Promise and Learning 
Works.

We know that 2020 has been a difficult year.  Lives 
have been turned upside down emotionally, financially, 
socially, and physically.  Many have lost jobs, savings, 
homes, and even friends and family members to COVID 
19 – a virus we can’t see and still don’t fully understand.  
We are used to preparing for earthquakes, but a pandemic 
we never anticipated, never planned for.  Its impacts 
caught us completely off guard.  

 Just when it seemed we had hit bottom, unjust 
killings and mistreatment of Black Americans ripped 

at the very soul of our nation, opened old wounds, 
and caused anger and social unrest across the country.  
Much of the anger was focused on our police, deepening 
the political divide already gripping our country.  The 
opportunity for much-needed change is clear and if we 
respond positively, we will eventually become stronger 
and better. But it is a painful time.

The summer of 2020 is almost over and for many of us 
it can’t end too soon.  As we look hopefully to autumn, 
we also begin thinking about next year, anticipating and 
praying for better, fairer, safer, and more peaceful times.

For our church, autumn means it is time to begin 
planning for the next year – especially time to plan 
the November Stewardship Campaign when we each 
will make our commitment to supporting the work of 
the church in the coming year.  Rev. Olewine has very 
carefully and thoughtfully selected Psalm 98 as the pillar 
of our 2020 Stewardship Campaign.  

I have never found the Psalms easy to understand.  

Together for Joy
By Cynthia Kurtz
Chair, Committee on Finance
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TOGETHER 
FOR JOY

Sing to God a new 
song, for God has done 
marvelous things.

Make a joyful noise to 
God, all the earth; 
break forth into joyous 
song and sing praises.

Let the floods clap 
their hands; let the 
hills sing together for 
joy.

+ Psalm 98

November 1 – All Saints Celebration

November 8 & 15 – Celebrating our 
church ministries and individuals 
who are instruments in God’s 
orchestra and looking to our bright 
future as we give our lives and 
resources to all that is yet to be

November 22 – Thanksgiving 
Commitment Sunday – we offer our 
pledges and give thanks for God’s 
grace that has brought us this far by 
faith.

There is a beauty in them,  but I often do not have a 
clear understanding of their message.  So, I have to 
read the verses carefully and often to find the meaning.  
This was true of Psalm 98.  But when Rev. Olewine 
brought her idea to the Finance Committee she 
explained it simply:

Psalm 98:1-3: “Sing to the Lord a new song, for God 
has done marvelous things, God’s right hand and holy 
arm have worked salvation for him” provides the 
message for All Saints Sunday and appreciating 
the past works of God, remembering the songs 
our ancestors created in times of difficulty, and 
listening for the new songs we now are creating!

 
Psalm 98:4-6: “Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the 
earth; break forth into joyous song and sing praises,” 
offers the opportunity for us to speak of God’s 
work in nature, celebrating the whole of creation 
and how our ministries and people are
instruments in God’s orchestra. 

Psalm 98:7-9: “Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; 
the world and those who live in it.  Let the floods clap 
their hands; let the hills sing together for joy at the 
presence of the Lord,” celebrates the community’s 
generosity for the sake of the mission so that we 
might roar with the seas and sing with the hills, 
“together for joy.” 

As I thought about her words and what is happening in 
the world, what I hear God saying is that he has been 
with us though all the major events that have affected 
us, and he is not going to leave us now.  We are blessed 
to wake up each morning to a new day in a wonderful 
world regardless of the problems we face.  But we are 
also called upon to create positive change and to help 
those who are affected by the problems facing us – not 
to be watcher or complainers.  God works through us, 
and if we are complacent the change doesn’t happen, 
people aren’t helped, and the world cannot see God at 
work.

As Christians we create change together through the 
Church.  The November Stewardship Campaign is the 

time when we make our promise to support not only 
a building, but to support change – to give support 
to those who are in need, those who have been hurt 
by COVID, those who suffer injustice, those who are 
without a place to live or food for their families.  The 
need for each of us to commit our tithes, talents and 
time is so important.  

Yes, it has been a difficult year but spiritually 
we are still strong.  Although we are apart we can 
continue our work together.  In the spirt of generosity 
and of creating a better, fairer, safer, and more 
peaceful time, please give generously and prayerfully 
as we go forth together for joy.
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Jan Carr – Jan joined in 
December 2019.  (We didn’t get 
to introduce Jan and Bob last 
year so we’re including them this 
year!)  Jan, and her husband, Bob, 
are both trained in physics.  Jan 
taught physics at Cal State LA 
before taking off to raise their 
family.  Bob is a retired physics 
professor at Cal State LA.  They 
are a great couple to talk to!  Jan 

transferred from Good Shepherd Presbyterian church in 
Monterey Park where she was an active lay leader. 

Noralyn Carpenter – Noralyn 
moved from Houston to 
Southern California in August 
2019 to be near her family.  She 
started coming to our church 
and jumped right in, helping 
to decorate the church for 
Christmas, bringing homemade 
cookies and everything.  For a 
long time she introduced herself 
as a “church lady.”  For 30 years 

she was a music director, first in a Methodist church, and 
then in a Lutheran (ELCA) church. In 2012 she moved 
to St. Luke’s UMC in Houston to join the Worship/Fine 
Arts staff as the Worship Coordinator. She also oversaw 
children’s choirs and directed a handbell choir.  Noralyn 
grew up Baptist, so, after bouncing around through this 
succession of denominations she identifies as a “Bapto-
Meth-Eran-Odist.”  Noralyn joined First UMC Pasadena 
in March, right as the pandemic began.   

Colin & Erica Farmiloe – Colin 
transferred from Sherman Oaks 
UMC and Erica transferred from 
First UMC, La Mesa, in June 
2020.  They have been married 
for over seven years and they 
both work in the entertainment 
industry, working with studios 
and exhibitors to make sure 
movie theaters have everything 
they need to play movies.  They 

love the church’s beautiful architectural design, Pastor 
Sandy’s powerful sermons, and the warm and inclusive 
nature of the community.   In their free time, they enjoy 
spending time with their cat, Conan, and going to LAFC 
soccer games (once it’s safe to do so again!).

Tara Paul & Amanda Lynn-
Paul  – Tara and Amanda, and 
their daughter Hunter (she will 
be six years old on September 
2nd!  Happy Birthday Hunter!), 
have been active in our church 
since 2018.  They joined in July 
on the day Hunter was baptized.  
Tara and Amanda are beautiful 
people, filled with strength and 
compassion.  And Hunter’s smile 

and outgoing personality is a joy to see!  Tara is an audio 
mixer for television, and Amanda is Executive Manager 
of Home and Child. (As in their home and child!) When 
they are not in quarantine they like camping, hiking, and 
going to the beach.  In these days of social isolation, they 
are gardening and attending to long-neglected home-
improvement projects.

By Rev. Dr. Deb Shepherd-Webster

Welcome to our New and 
Recent Members

We have had 13 new members and three children join us in 2020 so far! Welcome to our church family!  
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Jonathan Eyer & Alex 
(Alexandra) Graddy-Reed – 
Jonathan and Alex joined in 
July 2020.  Proud parents of 
Asher Graddy-Eyer (baptized 
in July when they joined), they 
started watching the online 
services when the COVID-19 
quarantine hit and they were 
excited to join our church and 
to be part of a church with an 

active youth group for Asher to grow up in (he will 
be a year old on Halloween!).  Alex is an assistant 
professor of public policy at USC where she does 
research and teaches about nonprofits, philanthropy, 
and innovation while Jonathan is an economist 
for HP. Jonathan enjoys running (when it’s not 100 
degrees!) and Alex is slowly coming around to it! Alex 
and Jonathan also have two adorable cats: Spoon and 
Gelato.

Wayne (Wei) Zhang & Kelly 
(Zhao) Ma – Wayne and Kelly 
moved to Southern California 
from China in February 2020.  
They had hoped to visit the United 
States just after the Chinese New 
Year, but when they arrived in 
the States the pandemic hit and 
they could not go back.  Yet they 
say that when they got here, 
something happened: they began 
“to feel the freedom of discussion 
and harmony of varieties” and 
they now believe that God has 
led them here.  They decided to 
stay and they are trying to change 
their immigration status.  Wayne 
teaches Chinese writing while 
Kelly is a preschool teacher. Both 
are seeking work now.  Wayne, 
Kelly and their son, Stone (Jinchu) 
Ma, age 10, were all baptized in 
July when Wayne and Kelly joined 
the church.  Stone sang in a choir 

in China and wants to continue to sing with the 
church’s children’s choir. Kelly is also singing in the 
summer choir and all now serve in our Social Services 
food pantry to help others in need.

Jonathan Carlos – Jonathan 
is a long time United 
Methodist who transferred 
in August 2020.   He was a 
physician in the Philippines 
before he came to the U.S. 
in 1984.  He now teaches 
anatomy and other medical 
courses in a health sciences 
university. Jonathan decided 
to join our church because 

it is a Reconciling Congregation.  He is interested in 
singing in the choir and serving on committees (yep, 
he is a true United Methodist!).
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In a recent survey, less than a third (32%) of Americans 
said that they have a will.  And the number is decreasing 
– only three years ago the number was 42%!* Taking 
time to think about the end of our lives and to plan for 
how we want to be cared for and the distribution of our 
remaining wealth and possessions is easy to put off - 
especially during a pandemic!  But few things in life are 
more certain than the end of our days.  As the liturgy 
affirms every Ash Wednesday, “remember you are dust, 
and to dust you shall return.”   Those who have been 
called upon to carry out a loved one’s wishes after their 
death know how helpful it is to have things written down.

During the summer, First UMC member Janet Logan 
and her neighbor, Martha Clark, offered a class at the 
church called “Ending Well.”  Here is their description of 
the class, which will be offered at the church again this 
fall: 

The weekly one-hour workshops cover tangible as well 
as intangible items needed to “end well.”  We review 
necessary paperwork, digital estates, preferences for 
funeral and/or memorial service, gathering of contact 
information and passwords. We support creating a 
‘findable file’ containing items needed to settle affairs 
and the distribution of belongings. The workshops 
touch on obstacles and challenges to completing the 
personal aspects to ending well.  We are not licensed to 
give advice—legal, financial, or relational. We provide 
support and resources and relevant articles we have 
found.

Seeking legal advice is usually necessary, of course, as 
one makes formal plans.  But the “Ending Well” workshop 
is a good place to begin by learning about documents like 
wills, trusts and advanced health care directives.

Ending Well
By Rev. Gregory Norton

*See https://www.caring.com/caregivers/estate-planning/wills-survey 

for more information about the survey.
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Members Wanda Gae Steffanson and Ellen Peterson 
were part of a group that led similar educational efforts 
some years ago. “The whole thing struck us as a good 
topic for the church to talk about,” said Ellen. They 
were motivated then, in part, by the need to raise 
funds for the renovation of the chapel.  Many of the 
beautiful stained-glass windows we see in that room 
today were made possible by memorial gifts and other 
kinds of tributes.  The same can be said for many other 
features of the church building and its appointments.  
Generous members and friends have remembered 
First UMC in their estate planning and the result is the 
Pasadena Methodist Foundation.  The proceeds from 
that endowment is especially valuable to us right now 
as the congregation navigates this unexpected time of 
quarantine.  

Planning for the end of life is not only for the wealthy.  
What would you like to have said, done and sung at your 
memorial service?  What about the reception?  Are there 
causes to which you hope people will be directed to give 
gifts in your memory - in addition to your church?  What 

about the disposition of your body?  Have you written 
down the passwords someone will need to manage your 
online accounts?  Will those you leave behind know 
anything about your wishes?  

There is much to consider – so plan to take the next 
step in your own plan by taking part in the next “Ending 
Well” workshop series coming this fall.

The “Ending Well’ class exceeded our 
expectations… Jane and Martha were 
warm, knowledgeable and the printed 
information that they provided was 
exceptionally helpful. The small class 
size contributed to a sense of trust and 
privacy and we grew to care about one 
another. We are much more prepared 
to provide the information that our 
family will need when we die and we 
give Janet and Martha a tremendous 
amount of credit for preparing us 
and are so grateful for their  time and 
energy that made the class possible. 
—Kim and Steve Brorby

“Ending Well” will be offered:
Mondays at 10:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. 
from October 12-November 9

Mondays at 4:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. 
from October 19-November 16 
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Our congregation has been collaborating with Muleji 
Village in the Democratic Republic of Congo to build 
the only high school in the village.  With a population of 
more than 9000 people, the village had no high school, 
so there was no opportunity for students to be able to 
attend the Methodist University just a few kilometers 
away.  Together, we raised $105,000 in four years to 
construct the school and support teacher salaries for 
six months while the school was being evaluated for 
the official government status which led to salary and 
operations funding by the D.R. Congo government.  

What an amazing story.  We provided the funding, 
Muleji Village provided the bricks for the school 
construction, and Prefect Kabela and his able team of 
teachers provided the management and expertise to run 
and operate a quality high school.  They grew the school 
to its maximum capacity of 450 students (grades 7-12) 
and the teachers provided such excellent instruction that 
all graduating students to date have passed the national 
exams.  We have made a good team!  In April 2020, the 
Muleji school was approved for official government 

status. But then, COVID-19 hit and the school, along 
with most schools in the DR Congo and USA, shut down.  
Since then, we have been waiting as students go without 
education and teachers go without gainful employment.

However, in August we found that $200 remained 
in the bank in the USA.  It was not sent with the rest 
of the money in early 2020.  We decided to send this 
money to the teachers of Muleji so they could better 
cope with being off work during this pandemic.  It wasn’t 
much, especially since it had to be split between the 
13 teachers, but we thought that perhaps it would help 
to lighten their load and let them know they were not 
alone.

The school decided that the best use for the money 
would be to buy sacks of flour to help the teachers and 
their families.  Each teacher received a sack of flour along 
with $2.76 (the remainder after the cost of the flour and 
transport fees).  This much-needed flour will help to feed 
their families for several months during the pandemic.  
Prefect Kabela took photos of the teachers and sent a 
letter of thanks and gratitude.

Muleji High School During 
COVID-19 Shutdown
By Rev. Dr. Deb Shepherd-Webster
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Raising Up New Leaders to 
Transform the World

Nelson Mandela said, “Education is the most 
powerful weapon you can use to change the 
world.”  

On World Communion Sunday, Oct. 4, we will 
receive a special offering to support scholars in 
their education. Because of our giving on World 
Communion Sunday, the most powerful tool to 
change the world is in more hands.

World Communion Sunday began in 1936 
as a way to recognize our ecumenical oneness 
in Christ and to bring Christians together 
in a spirit of unity and peace. In The United 
Methodist Church, congregations throughout 
the denomination will also receive a Special 
Sunday offering that helps students from around 
the world reach their full potential through 
scholarships and mentoring.

For example, the scholarship helped Annie 
Solis Escalante, who is from Peru, complete a 
master’s degree in social management. After 
graduation, she put her education to use by 
developing projects with the Health and Healing 
Program of the World Council of Churches in 
Geneva.

As we receive Holy Communion along with 
Christians around the world, we recognize our 
unity and shared commitment to building God’s 
kingdom on earth. Together, we help raise up 
new leaders around the world, equipping them to 
be agents of change. Please give generously on 
Oct. 4. 
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Summer Musical 2020: 
“Virtualoso”
By Rev. Gregory Norton

Performers know that just about the time you think 
you’ve “seen it all,” something comes along that nobody 
expected.  Maybe it’s the idea of using rap music to tell the 
story of Alexander Hamilton.  Perhaps it’s a reimagining 
of “The Wizard of Oz” story with an all-African-American 
cast (“The Wiz”). Or maybe it’s a global pandemic that 
requires the re-invention of a 48-year tradition.  

That was the creative challenge facing the directors 
and intergenerational cast of “Virtualoso,” this summer’s 
musical at First UMC.  It was already clear last spring 
that it would be impossible to spend the month of July in 
Great Hall for nightly rehearsals and four performances, 
as has been done every year since 1973.  But technology 
and creativity combined to create a show every bit as 
entertaining as the 47 that preceded it.  With music drawn 
from past productions alongside skits written for the 
occasion, a cast and crew of over 40 people presented the 
48th annual summer musical on July 25.

A veteran of First UMC’s “The Wizard of Oz,”  Michael 
Chapman (age 12) wrote two 
of this year’s skits about the 
current struggle of staying 
inside and taking precautions 
to prevent infection.  “It took 
me a while to come up with the 
ideas,” he said.  Michael has 
written stories for school but 
this was his first play.

  “Virtualoso” was dedicated 
to the memory of Danny 

Kosakowski, a child of our 
congregation who passed away on April 30 at the age of 
34.  Danny had participated in the summer musicals from 
childhood and continued to work behind the scenes as 

an adult.  Pam Marx’s dedication in the printed program 
concludes, “Danny had a kind heart and an easy smile. He 
was always one to pitch in when work needed to be done, 
to offer his ideas and to bring his inspired creative energy 
to our community.  Without passionate artists like Danny 
in our midst, the summer musical program could not have 
continued to this, its 48th year.”  

“Virtualoso” reminds us that the divine gifts of art and 
beauty offer us a way to affirm life even in the face of the 
peril and disruption of a pandemic. Maybe now we really 
have “seen it all!”
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As the shut-down of last spring happened, 
it became necessary to cancel our planned 
concerts for the end of the Third@First season.  
But we believe that art and beauty have never 
been more important, and so on July 18 we 
offered “Music of Hope,” the first-ever online 
Third@First concert.  Encouraged by that 
project’s positive reception (over 500 views 
as of this writing!) and by the creative ways 
musicians all over the world are responding to 
the pandemic, the series resumes its monthly 
concerts this fall - all online at the church’s 
YouTube channel. Paul Audley will serve as 
online host for each concert and the concert 
videos will remain available to be enjoyed 

anytime. 

Third@First Series Begins 
Seventh Season Online
By Rev. Gregory Norton

Saturday, October 17 - 4 p.m.
Chamber Music Concert

Robert Schumann: Piano Quintet in E-flat major
Johnny Lee and Jia Tianyun, violins
Michael Larco, viola
David Garrett, cello
Junko Ueno Garrett, piano

Series coordinator and pianist Junko Ueno Garrett will 
be joined by members of the Los Angeles Philharmonic, 
live from the Sanctuary.

Saturday, November 21 - 4 p.m.
Jóhann Schram Reed, baritone and 
Emily Reed, soprano with Paul Floyd, pianist

The Chancel Choir’s baritone soloist is joined by his 
talented wife in an afternoon of solos and duets live 
from the Sanctuary.

Saturday, December 19 - 4 p.m.
Christmas Joy Concert

The church’s musicians will offer varied music of the 
season both live from the Sanctuary and in pre-recorded 
form.

Let music heal us!



Bishop Beverly Shamana 
Honored by Friends in Deed

Friends in Deed, Pasadena’s 
interfaith non-profit 
organization that has been 
serving the city’s homeless 
and at-risk communities since 
1894, honored Bishop Beverly 
Shamana with the Lifetime 
Achievement Award at their 
annual fundraiser on August 29.  
Usually held at the Castle Green 
complex and called “Jazz on the 
Green,” this year’s event was 

held online: “Jazz on the Screen.”
Beverly Shamana and her spouse, Walter Woods, are 

familiar to the worshipping community at First UMC.  
She joined Rev. Ken McMillan in providing the pastoral 
leadership for our congregation during the interim before 
Rev. Olewine arrived.  Beverly was born in Los Angeles 
and raised in Pasadena.  After earning a music degree 
at Occidental College, she taught public school music 
in Compton and Pasadena and directed church choirs. 
Always active in church life, she served as the Executive 
Secretary for the Commission on the Status and Role of 
Women in the Pacific and Southwest Conference in the 
mid-seventies.  During that time, she answered God’s 
call to ministry, earned a Master of DIvinity degree at 
Garret-Evangelical Theological Seminary, and in 1979 
was ordained here in our Annual Conference.  During the 
1980s she served multicultural churches in Los Angeles 
and Inglewood and later worked on the conference staff 
for 11 years.  She has led our denomination in numerous 
roles, was elected to the episcopacy in 2000, and served as 
Bishop of the San Francisco area for eight years.  Her book, 
“Seeing in the Dark, a Vision of Creativity and Spirituality,” 
was published by Abingdon Press in 2001.

Bishop Shamana believes that creative gifts are sacred 

pathways to a deeper companionship with God and ways 
to more vital discipleship.  At Friends in Deed (FID) she 
served as a volunteer by sharing her creative vision with 
clients of The Women’s Room.  She enjoyed engaging with 
women there and watching their confidence and creativity 
blossom through the arts.  When the opportunity arose, 
Beverly became a valued member of the board of FID at 
a critical time of transition.  In that role, Beverly brought 
unique insights into interfaith engagement, programmatic 
needs and compassionate leadership and service.  She 
was responsible for shepherding FID’s inaugural year as 
the community sponsor of the Mayor’s Prayer Breakfast, 
transforming that annual event into a truly interfaith 
celebration that honored the diverse cultures and religious 
experiences of Pasadena residents. 

“I have always admired Beverly because of her God-
given gifts,” said Bishop Grant Hagiya.  “Her natural 
leadership abilities have always shined through whatever 
role or assignment she took on in the 
church.  I consider it an honor and 
gift to know and love Bishop Beverly 
Shamana!” 

Learn more about the work of 
Friends in Deed at:

 www.friendsindeedpas.org

By Pamela Marx and Rev. Gregory Norton
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A Kairos Moment

I have been teaching United Methodist Polity 
this summer, and as I went through the material, I 
couldn’t help but to filter our Book of Discipline and 
secondary resources on polity through the lens of 
COVID-19. There is nothing in our historical polity 
that would prepare us for this pandemic, and yet the 
historical resources are inspiring in an aspirational 
sense of what the church can be.

For example, the local church is a relatively new 
phenomenon. Methodists were at our height in the 
early days of our nation when Circuit Riders were 
assigned to geographic areas and the denomination 
spread through field preaching, Class and Band 
meetings, and Quarterly Conferences. It was only 
around 1920 that the local church emerged and, with 
clergy becoming more educated and having families, 
centered into localized areas. In the next 25 years 
the local church became the established norm, and 
the Circuits disappeared.

Prior to the global pandemic, local church 
attendance had been dropping for decades, and 
some new form of ministry had to emerge if we 
had any hope for the future. As devastating as the 
Coronavirus is, it has forced us to move out of the 
local church paradigm and seek alternative ways to 
do church. Because of this new way of thinking, we 
should not go back to the way it was. I know we don’t 
know of any other reality, and we must find ways 
to preserve the relationship building and disciple-
sharing at the local level, but a new paradigm must 
emerge out of this crisis.

This is the “Kairos Moment” for us to experiment, 
innovate and create the new paradigm that will take 
the church into the future. What new shape it will 
take, no one yet knows, but this is our time to create 
the church of the future. We need to take all that 
we cherish at the local church level (relationships, 

disciple-making, preaching and worship, community 
building, fellowship, etc.) and to envision a new way 
this will take place outside of the four walls of our 
buildings. If every one of us works at this new vision 
and experiments with new ways to bring it about, 
something wonderful will break forth.

All of us need to work together, share what we are 
learning, and plan something dynamic as we work 
our way out of the pandemic. Now is the time for us 
to do something bold and exciting.

By Bishop Grant Hagiya
California-Pacific Annual Conference
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Remember the Worm Bins? 

The worm bins were assembled and delivered to the 
church in early spring, yes… just before COVID-19 hit. 
The bins have been sitting in the cloister all this time, 
waiting for the church building to open again. With 
church openings now delayed, it seemed a waste to have 
these beautiful worm bins just sitting there when there 
is still such a great need to divert food waste from the 
landfill. 

Remember, food waste sent to landfills decomposes 
and produces methane, a powerful greenhouse gas 
that contributes to global warming – fueling fires, 
droughts, hurricanes and severe storms. However, if 
it decomposes in the presence of oxygen in a home 
compost or worm bin, most of the carbon in the green 
waste goes into making rich soil. Although some carbon 
dioxide (CO2) is generated in this process, no more 
carbon goes into the atmosphere than the plant took 
out when it was growing and breathing in CO2, so this 
process is called ‘carbon neutral’ (much better for the 
environment!).  

PJ and Mphatso Johnson volunteered to put one of 
the bins to good use while we wait for the time when 
the church building is able to open again. They will 
be keeping a journal of their activities with the bin, 
learning and teaching at the same time. 

We have one more worm bin waiting at the church. 
Would you like to try it out and get it started during 
these times of isolation? This is a great family project! 
Send email to Deb Webster (dswebster@fumcpasadena.
org) if you’re interested. We will give free lessons on 
how to use it. First one who asks will get it!

By Rev. Dr. Deb Shepherd-Webster

PJ Johnson with the new worm bin in her front garden at her 
apartment. She holds paper scraps she has been collecting to start 

the worms off on a diet rich in carbon (wood pulp).
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Red Cross Blood 
Drives Go Monthly 
By Rev. Gregory Norton

“Last July, when I started this job, I was sweating that 
we would have even one unit of blood donated,” said 
Kendall In, First UMC’s blood drive coordinator.  “We had 
25 units!  And this past July we filled up 40 [appointment] 
slots.”

Beginning this month, our church is hosting monthly 
blood drives in partnership with the American Red Cross. 
Between March and June of 2020, school and business 
closures to slow the spread of the coronavirus resulted 
in cancellation of 37,000 blood drives and hundreds of 
thousands of donation appointments nationwide.  But the 
need for blood is constant and, since blood products are 
perishable, it cannot be stockpiled.  

Each Red Cross blood drive follows the highest 
standards of safety and infection control. Additional 
precautions—including temperature checks, social 
distancing and face coverings for donors and staff—have 
been implemented to help protect the health of all those 
in attendance.  “As a humanitarian organization and 
member of the broader health community, the Red Cross 

has adapted our services to help meet the needs of this 
extraordinary time,” said Chris Hrouda, president of Red 
Cross Biomedical Services.

“And their snacks aren’t too bad, either,” said Kendall.  
“They’ve got Cheez-Its, cookies, water and juices!”

2020 BLOOD DRIVE DATES

Tuesday, Oct. 13 
Tuesday, Nov. 10
Tuesday, Dec. 8

To register, go to 
www.redcrossblood.org and enter 

FUMCPasadena to schedule an 
appointment today.
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CHILDREN AND YOUTH THIS FALL:

Children’s Ministry LIVE (Ages 3-12) - Sundays, 9:30 - 10:00am
Engaging, interactive Zoom meetings with Sunday School and music on alternating weeks. 
Children start together and then break out into age groups. Join the email list to receive 
Zoom links: jchapman@fumcpasadena.org

New Children’s Ministries Website: fumcpasadena.org/kids
Weekly bible stories, coloring pages, and family activities are available to use on your own 
time, as well as exciting musical field trips and rehearsal videos to learn choir songs.

Monthly Drive Through “Sailor Pail” Pick Ups, 1st Saturdays 
Ready to set sail on this new adventure? On the first Saturday of each month we’ll have a 
“Sailor Pail” Pick Up event. If it’s your first time picking up, please contact Pastor Jen.

Youth (Grades 7-12)
Weekly Sunday evening programs began September 6 with a combination of online and 
outdoor activities and service projects.


