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Again, and Again, 
The Sun Rises

As this edition of the Messenger 
magazine arrives in mailboxes, we will 
be standing at the end of this year’s 
Lenten journey, looking towards the 
days of Holy Week and preparing for the 
glorious Good News of Easter morn.  It 
will be the second year, though, we have 
been separated from each other for the 
most holy of days in our life of faith.  
We will gather virtually as we 
have done for the last fifty-
three weeks to share an 
Agape Feast on Maundy 
Thursday, to enter the 
gut-wrenching story of 
Good Friday through 
word and music, and to 
claim the promise and 
possibility of resurrection 
on Easter Sunday. 

Last year, laity and clergy alike 
were scrambling to create some sort of 
meaningful virtual worship experiences 
brought on by the sudden lockdown in 
March 2020.  Because FUMC Pasadena 
has been broadcasting worship for years, 
we were blessed with the infrastructure 
and technological expertise to make 
the shift easier than it was for many 
congregations.  But the creation of the 
services for a fully online event was 
completely new.  

This year we know what we are doing, 
but somehow that makes this second 
Holy Week and Easter apart more difficult 
for it underscores how long we have had 
to get this way of worshipping together 
right – or as right as we know how to 
make it.  For me, the added reality that 

this is my last Holy Week / Easter 
cycle with you as your 

pastor makes being 
physically apart 

yet again even 
more painful 
than last 
year.  I found 
it difficult to 
be creative 

and energized 
in planning 

as sorrow took 
hold.

Sorrow and pain, separation 
and disappointment – such feelings 
give us some sense of what those early 
followers of Jesus experienced during the 
first Holy Week, unaware as they were 
that a Resurrection morn was just beyond 
the horizon.  And on that first Easter, 
they were still confused and didn’t know 
what to make of what was happening.  
This year we will listen to Mark’s brief, 
rather unadorned account of that first 
Easter.  The original ending of the Gospel 
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Again, and Again, 
The Sun Rises

is rather ambiguous 
for the women after 

encountering a rolled 
away stone, a stranger 
sitting in an empty 
tomb with news that 
Jesus had been raised 

and would meet them 
in Galilee, and with a 

message for them to go 
tell the disciples, run from 

the tomb terrified, initially too 
afraid to tell anyone anything.  

Good news and grief are difficult to sort through 
when they come at the same time.

Wrestling with my own mixture of deep heartache 
and belief in resurrection power, I was grateful for 
Rev. T. Denise Anderson’s reflection for Easter in the 
Lenten devotional we have been using.  She begins 
by describing sunrise and how it happens day in and 
day out, how most go unnoticed by us, sleeping right 
through it on many days.  However, our not noticing 
sunrise or taking it for granted doesn’t make it any less 
miraculous or awesome or real.  

But sometimes sunrise doesn’t always make things 
seem better.  In days of grief, sunrise can be the 
reminder that the nightmare of loss is real, which 
she explains was what the women going to the tomb 
experienced.  There wasn’t anything comforting in 
what they found there.  There was no way for them to 
process the startling reality as they stood at an empty 
tomb.

But herein is the Good News.  Rev. Anderson writes, 
“But resurrection still came, even if they weren’t yet 
able to receive it.  Things can be scary and okay at the 
same time.  Again, and again, the sun rises on a new 
day, often without embrace or acknowledgment. The 
same is true of resurrection. Whether or not we discern 

what’s happening, God is literally and figuratively 
turning the world around!”1

Again and again, the sun rises… Again and again, 
resurrection happens…  Again and again, God is turning 
the world around… Even when we don’t notice.

That is the promise – the Truth – that I am holding 
to and standing on as we move into this season of 
Easter.  Whether I am creative or not, in sorrow and 
pain, whether we are physically together or gathered 
virtually, again and again the God who is turning the 
world around bears us up and carries us forward, until 
we can see the glory of the sunrise and offer our praise 
for the promise of a new day.

What good news that is…. Easter comes whether we 
are paying attention or not, even in the midst of Good 
Friday days.  To God be the glory.  Amen

Rev. Sandra K. Olewine, Pastor

1Rev. T. Denise Anderson, A Lenten Devotional:  

Again and Again A Lenten Refrain, 2021, pg. 50, A 

Sanctified Art, sanctifiedart.org
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The Family Promise Mission 
During COVID
By Beth Gerber

We have rounded year one of hosting families 
during the pandemic. What a year!  Last March, 
Family Promise of San Gabriel Valley (FPSGV) quickly 
adjusted its model to shelter families in motels with 
kitchens, significantly increasing the safety of those in 
the program as well as the many volunteers from the 
supporting network congregations.

In 2021, FPSGV provided 20 families with eviction 
prevention and rental assistance, ensuring more 
than 60 children were able to stay in their homes and 
continue with distance learning. 

Our church has hosted families three times during 
COVID.  The congregation has done an amazing job 
of covering our weeks’ responsibilities.  Our church 
has thoughtfully set aside funds to cover the cost 
of the weekly motel stays and our volunteers have 
generously donated money for groceries, delivered 
care packages, written notes and texted thoughts of 
encouragement.  It has helped the families know that 
there is a whole host of people cheering them on and 
supporting them as they work towards stability and 
normalcy.

Meet our FPSGV Families

In the US, one in six families live in poverty and 
one in 16 children go to bed at night without a place 
to call home.  Here are some of the families we have 
hosted this year as we strive to help them regain 
independence.  Understanding who our Family 
Promise guests are and their stories emphasizes the 
importance of this mission. 

Maria and her four children, Michelle (16), Daniel 
(15) Michael (11) and Melanie (4) had a series of life-
shattering events that left them homeless during the 
pandemic. Maria’s car had been totaled in an accident 
and the children were struggling with independent 
learning from a single motel room that cost as much 
as Maria earned as a cashier.  Now that some expenses 
have been covered, she will be able to save some 
money to provide a better life for her family. 

Marisol and Mynor and their son, Jacob (1), have 
been couch-surfing and 
sleeping in their car since 
the city told their landlord 
that the apartment they 
were renting was not a legal 
dwelling.  Both parents 
contracted COVID and lost 
their jobs as a result.  Marisol 
is now employed again and 
they are grateful to have 
a safe place to live while 
working to regain stability. 



 
Monique and her 

three children, Layla (9), 
Ernie (7) and Elijah (2) 
have been staying with 
Monique’s sister for the 
last several months but 
with COVID, stress, and 
other hardships it was 
not sustainable. Monique 
is really excited to have 
found this opportunity to 
regain her stability and 
independence for herself 
and her children. 

When is FUMC Hosting?

As a member of the congregational shelter network, 
our church is responsible for hosting families four 
times a year.  We completed our first hosting week in 
February.  Our remaining hosting weeks for 2021 are:

May 16 - 23  
Sept 12 - 19  
Oct 17 - 23 

How You can Volunteer

Please consider supporting this very worthwhile 
mission during our next hosting week. Sign up to 
donate towards groceries, send a note or a card, deliver 
a small care package of snacks and treats, or text or 
call the parents as a simple gesture of encouragement. 

Contribute Online

Prior to our hosting week, a link will be provided in 
the weekly enews and church bulletin to the SignUp 
Genius site created by Family Promise (https://
www.familypromisesgv.org/fundraising/donate.
html). Information on the families being hosted and 

instructions for signing up and delivering e-grocery 
cards, gift baskets and notes is provided.  As an 
alternative to purchasing an e-gift card, donations can 
be made directly to Family Promise. In the comments 
section, note “FUMC Hosting Week”. 

Contributions Not Online

Alternatively, feel free to write notes, create gift 
baskets, or send check donations to FUMC directly, 
noting that they are for our Family Promise Hosting 
Week and addressing them “c/o FUMC Family Promise 
Host Coordinator”.  These will be collected by the 
FUMC Host Coordinator and delivered to Family 
Promise who will make sure the families receive them.

Questions or Support with Giving or   
    Volunteering?

If you are unsure how to sign up to purchase or 
deliver grocery cards or send notes of encouragement 
contact the FUMC Host Coordinator, Beth Gerber 
beth@lightext.com or 626-221-6233. 
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Camp Sky Meadows: 
Next Steps
by Rev. Dr. Deb Shepherd-Webster

SPRING 2021 The Messenger Magazine6



It all began over 70 years ago with the acquisition 
of mountain land that held a hunting lodge and a 
few small “pioneer cabins.”  Camp Sky Meadows has 
been woven into 
the life of First 
Church, Pasadena, 
ever since.  The 
hunting lodge 
was repurposed 
as a residence 
for the camp 
manager and, in 
1950, Case Lodge 
was completed.  
This multi-purpose building was described in a 1950 
issue of The Messenger as “designed to provide a 
wide view of meadows and mountains… a dining 
room for feeding 150, a worship center, discussion 
or lecture room, crafts or hobby center.”  Case 
Lodge was followed by a decade of development and 
building to provide bunk houses, facilities and other 
improvements to support a vibrant youth & family 
camp ministry as well as opening up the camp to 
other groups so they might enjoy and benefit from the 
wonders of God’s creation.  The camp currently has 
seven buildings to support camp ministry (Case Lodge, 
Manzanita Lodge, Whispering Pines Lodge, and four 
bunk cabins), a swimming pool and bath house, and 
the manager’s house on 25 acres of land. 

Today, “Camp Sky Meadows provides an 
environment of intentional Christian hospitality 
and a place for learning, discovery, 
renewal, and recreation in a natural 
and sustainable setting designed 
specifically to help all of us enhance 
our love of God, self, community 
and creation.”  This statement, from 
the camp’s current website, echoes 
the dreams held at its inception that 
“the church camp will be a vital asset 
in the church program of character 
development, for use by families as 

well as groups and organizations.”  Over the years 
the camp has been the site of many First Church 
programs and events and it has increasingly hosted 
community groups seeking a place of learning, rest, 
and fellowship surrounded by the serene beauty of the 
San Bernardino Mountains.   Such visitors include:

• Camp Cedarbrook, a Christian children’s 

summer camp “established for the purpose 

of enhancing the lives of individuals and 

families, providing uniquely designed programs 

that stimulate personal growth through a 

relationship with Jesus Christ.”

• Strength for the Journey, retreats for people 

living with AIDS and those affected by AIDS.   

Sponsored by the CalPac Conference of the 

UMC, these retreats have been held in Southern 

California since 1988 and seek to embody the 

Church’s role of compassion and love in the 

HIV/AIDS epidemic.  

• Boy Scouts of America, providing camping 

retreats to help boys develop self-reliance and 

resourcefulness, and enhance spiritual growth, 

social development and citizenship.

• Reach for the Stars Jump Start Program, 

to improve reading fluency, cultivate youth 

leadership and increase their knowledge and 

appreciation of the out-of-doors.

• Sequoia Brigade, using the power of God’s 

creation as a context, Sequoia Brigade camps 

challenge the minds, bodies, and souls of boys 

and girls and their parents.   The 

Sequoia Brigade camp experience is 

about Jesus and their goal is to help 

raise up disciples.
The camp is owned by the 

Pasadena Methodist Foundation, 
managed and operated by our church 
camp committee and supported 
by our congregation through our 
participation and volunteer work.  
Work camps allow us to actively 
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practice compassionate care for our children, others 
and the Earth as we work together to provide a place 
to worship and learn about God and creation.   Because 
of our passion to serve others and the dedicated and 
capable leadership of our camp manager, Jeff Potter, 
who joined the staff in 2017, we have seen significantly 
improved maintenance and increased use and revenue.  
We revamped our Camp website, updated our 
brochure, made our registration process more user-
friendly (thanks to Aisha, our facilities manager!), 
and provided better service to our camp groups 
through Jeff’s attentive support and the addition of 
summer help.  We WORKED!   In essence, we became 
a community who obviously cared about those we 
served – and the groups who came to Camp Sky 

Meadow noticed!   
Indeed, in 2019, 
the property 
experienced 
an operating 
surplus for the 
first time in 
recent memory 
and the schedule 
was filling up so 
fast that all the 
prime summer 
months were 
booked solid and 
we were spilling 
over into the Fall 
and Spring of 
next year.   Our 
mission was 
spring boarding 
into a whole new 
level!   

And then the 
pandemic hit 
and the State of 
California and 
San Bernardino 

County closed down the 
camp in order to keep 
everyone safe.   We have 
been closed for a year but 
we have not been idle!   
Jeff has worked tirelessly 
to keep the camp 
maintained, upgrading 
the leaking gas lines and 
figuring out what we 
need to do to operate in this post-pandemic era.   

Under the stay-at-home requirements in effect for 
the past year, our camp has stood vacant.  But the 
costs of owning the facility continued.  The Pasadena 
Methodist Foundation continued to expend its 
resources to ensure that upkeep and maintenance 
continued unabated. As the deficit for staffing costs 
mounted, the Foundation and the church’s Board of 
Trustees stepped in to supply the funds required to 
cover the operational deficit. No one knows when it 
will be safe to welcome campers back to Sky Meadows.  
“Pandemic or no, the focus of the Foundation 
remains what it has been for decades — managing 
and enhancing the Foundation’s assets such that the 
Foundation can continue to support and enhance the 
ministry of First Church Pasadena. Camp Sky Meadows 
has played an integral role in the faith journey of 
church members and others over the years, and the 
Foundation is committed to preserving the camp 
during these trying times, while also welcoming a 
church-wide discussion to determine the future role 
of Sky Meadows in the priorities of First Church’s 
ministries,” said Foundation President Kevin Lussier.

When the current crisis abates and people are 
again able to gather there, Camp Sky Meadows will be 
waiting.  We have already had numerous calls asking 
when the camp will be open again.   People want to 
get out into nature and experience a safe environment 
where their children, closed up in their homes for the 
past year, can get out. The need for a safe, outdoor 
camp has skyrocketed!  Further, Camp Sky Meadows 
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is one of the few camps in the mountains that is on 
relatively flat ground and handicap accessible.   It is 
clear that, although the State guidelines will require 
a dedicated health facility, fewer beds (maximum 
capacity of 104 campers & staff rather than 128 
pre-pandemic)1, and protocols that will change the 
future of camp life as we have known it, our camp 
can and will again be able to provide an environment 
of intentional Christian hospitality and a place for 
learning, discovery, renewal, and recreation that will 
minister to those in need, teach people the value and 
importance of caring for our Earth and responding to 
climate change, and help to develop disciples for Jesus 
Christ.   

Following the pause caused by the COVID-19 
pandemic, and thanks to Jeff Potter, we have crafted 
a realizable and cost-effective vision that honors the 
original vision and purpose of Camp Sky Meadows 
while embracing a new future.   We will convert the 
north end of Whispering Pines Lodge into a health 
center that will become a central part of the Camp’s 
daily operation.   We will implement the policy of 
‘cohorts’ or family/bunk groups to reduce disease 
transmission risk and we will modify our existing 
restroom facilities so there is one restroom per cohort 
group (a State requirement).   We will need to add a 
health surcharge for the cost of each camper to cover 
the additional upgrades and operational expenses 
(similar to what is being done in doctor and dentist 
offices) but we are confident that the need and desire 
for an outdoor camp like ours is great enough that this 
will not deter people from wanting or being able to 
come to our camp.  

The FUMC Camp Committee will meet in March 
2021 to set up a work camp to start implementing 
the changes and get the camp ready for our summer 
guests.   Would you like to help?   There will be jobs 
available for all ages (well, above age 10 or so) and 
skill levels!   Enjoy the freedom of camp and a breath 
of fresh air as we work together to serve and support 
our community’s needs!  Stay tuned for information 
about the next work camp!   

And, remember, Camp Sky Meadows’ possibilities 
excited the imaginations of those who surveyed and 
selected the land in 1948.  What can we imagine for 
the future of this beautiful resource?  Join us, and find 
out!

1Our regular summer camps usually have 80-90 campers and staff, 
so, a decrease in the total bed count to 104 should not seriously 
affect the groups who want to book our camp.

Highlights of Camp History

Excerpted from the 50th Anniversary program, 
September 26, 1998

1948 Site selected by Bill Bird, Sam Horning,  
 Bob Stump. The Pasadena Methodist  
	 Foundation	purchased	the	first	section	of		
 land.

1949  First	meeting	of	the	Camp	Committee

1951  Case	Lodge	finished	(named	for	Dr.	Harold		
	 Case,	preaching	minister	at	the	time	of	the		
 camp purchase)

1951 Camp	naming	contest	has	two	winners:		
	 Camp	Sky	Meadows	(from	Helen	Line)	and		
	 Sky	Meadows	(Betty	Boyd)

1953 Whispering	Pines	and	Manzanita	Lodge	open

1956 Swimming	pool	dedicated

1957 Dam	completed

1958  Four cabins built

1959 Garage completed

1960 Novelli	property	purchased	(additional	four		
 acres)

1964 Entrance sign installed

1969 Propane heaters replace oil heaters in  
 sleeping quarters

1975 Play yard built

1986 Renovation	of	the	surviving	“pioneer	cabin”

1993 Wells	drilled	and	storage	tank	installed	for		
	 new	water	supply

1998 50th	Anniversary	Celebration
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Camp Memories
Reach for the Stars

Before the pandemic, I would often go to Camp Sky Meadows to give a star party for visiting 
groups.  I would teach children and adults about our solar system and give them a sense of 
how amazing and HUGE the universe really is.  I would take groups out to the dark skies of the 
camp, something that is totally inaccessible in the light-polluted skies of the Los Angeles area, 
and show them the planets and constellations, our own Milky Way Galaxy, and, if we were 
lucky, the Andromeda Galaxy, our ‘sister’ galaxy only 2.5 million light years away. 

After one such star party with the ‘Reach for the Stars’ Jump Start Program, a young boy, 
about the age of 10, came up to me as we were walking back to camp.  He was excited!  We 
talked about the planets and stars that we had seen and about how dark the sky was and how 
big the universe was.  Then, suddenly, he asked me a question: “Do you think there is a God?”  I 
told him that I did and he jumped in and said emphatically: “I do too!”  We talked about how we 
are all part of God’s creation, how God loves us, and how amazing that is.  The boy just smiled 
and walked back to his cabin. I don’t think I’ll never forget this moment – when a young child 
had an epiphany about God under the dark skies of Camp Sky Meadows. And I realized that 
this is why we have the camp: so we and others can experience the presence of God and know 
how truly exceptional this creation is. 

               –Deb Shepherd-Webster

Strength for the Journey Camp

I would have never thought for a minute that I’d love camping! Then, as a woman with HIV/
AIDS, I was invited to go to Strength for the Journey (SFTJ), the Methodist camp for persons 
with HIV/AIDS. It has been a tremendous blessing in my life for over a decade. I have the 
opportunity every year to go to beautiful Camp Sky Meadows to reacquaint myself with an 
absolute sense of connection to what I now call my “SFTJ” family. This camp is a place where 
I was able to rid myself from years of denial about living with HIV/AIDS. It is a place where 
I experience an inner peace that increases over the years, and in a setting that is beautiful, 
relaxing and away from the city. I can enjoy the glory of nature and connect with those in the 
same boat as myself. SFTJ means a place of refuge where I do things with my own style, flair 
and flavor. I create and make new memories every year with old and new friendships. I enjoy 
daily events, including spiritual, art and health workshops. Camp Sky Meadows is a place for 
to me to refresh, revitalize and nourish my soul. I mentioned that I never thought I would be 
camping – now I can’t imagine my life without Strength for Journey and Camp Sky Meadows!

             
                      –Teresa
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Our Missional Heart 
as Reflected in the 2020 
Alternative Christmas Market
By Rev. Dr. Deb Shepherd-Webster

The 2020 Alternative Christmas Market (ACM) 
was a challenge during the COVID-19 pandemic! No 
longer could we meet in Fellowship Hall and see the 
displays about the missions we could donate to as an 
alternative gift to our friends and family. No longer 
could our youth help to spread the word about the 
ACM, how it works and what it all means. Instead, 
there was an on-line platform that described the 
missions we could give to in honor of others. You had 
to download the form, fill it in, send it via e-mail or 
post, AND donate either through the on-line giving 
platform or send a check in the mail. 

One would think that this lack of seeing something 
right in front of us and getting in-person reminders 
might seriously curtail giving. Not so! Instead, our 
hearts responded 
with gladness and 
extravagant generosity 
and we were able to 
give generously to the 
programs that needed 
it most to help alleviate 
hardship caused by the 
pandemic.

In the critical areas of 
local pandemic support, 
contributions were up 
significantly for our 
FUMC Social Services, 

Friends in Deed, and Learning Works Charter School.  
Muleji School funding for the DR Congo High School 
was down by about $5,000 this year because we were 
not pushing to complete the mortar and brick build.  
Thus, it was appropriate to decrease the level of 
support this year and focus on pandemic relief to the 
teachers of Muleji School.

The pandemic did not turn our hearts into stone! 
While we remained physically separated, our hearts 
united in the Body of Christ and together we made a 
difference. 

Thank you everyone!

WE GAVE TO EIGHT MISSIONS THIS YEAR

 $     1,095             FUMC Social Service (up 150% from last year)
 $     1,005         Friends in Deed (up 35% from last year)
 $     1,150          Learning Works (up 56% from last year)
 $        175              Habitat for Humanity
 $        125                Union Station
 $        605              Give Ye Them To Eat (up 70% from last year)
 $     1,425                    Muleji High School
 $        550          Heifer Project (added this year)

 $  6,130                     TOTAL FOR ALL MISSIONS
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New Leadership 2021
By Rev. Sandra K. Olewine

One of the marks of the Methodist movements 
through the years has been a strong commitment 
to the ministry of all believers, meaning that lay 
people are similarly called to lives of discipleship 
and service as those are who have been called to 
ordained ministry.  Clergy help guide, support and 
enable ministry but without the active engagement, 
commitment, energy, vision and passion of the laity, 
that ministry would not happen.

The 2016 Book of Discipline reminds us, “Within 
The United Methodist Church, there are those called 
to servant leadership, lay and ordained. Such callings 
are evidenced by special gifts, evidence of God’s 
grace, and promise of usefulness… The privilege of 
servant leadership in the Church is the call to share 
in the preparation of congregations and the whole 
Church for the mission of God in the world….  servant 
leadership … involves discerning and nurturing 
the spiritual relationship with God and involves 
instructing and guiding Christian disciples in their 
witness to Jesus Christ in the world through acts of 
worship, devotion, compassion, and justice under the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit.” (2016 Book of Discipline, 
¶138, Section V. Servant Leadership)

FUMC Pasadena is gifted with many faithful lay 
servant leaders that provide the steady continuity to 
the mission and ministry of this congregation.  This 
is especially important in times of pastoral transition.  
Clergy come and go but the ministry of the laity goes 
on!  

In the Messenger magazines this year, leaders of the 
various ministries will be highlighted.  This is helpful 

in that it lets everyone to know who they can go to 
with ideas and concerns. But, it also provides a way to 
know where there are opportunities to offer your gifts 
in service to the mission of the congregation.  

FUMC’s ministries are divided into four areas:  
Passionate Worship, Intentional Faith Development, 
Risk-Taking Mission and Extravagant Generosity.  
In 2016 we adopted a model of leadership that 
is best illustrated by a wind-turbine – the three 
blades being the ministries of worship, intentional 
faith development and risk-taking mission.  The 
upright that supports all of those is the ministry of 
extravagant generosity.  The Holy Spirit flows through 
it all and calls us to radical Hospitality.

NAVIGATION TEAM

Passionate Worship 
Ministry Team

Intentional Faith 
Development 
Ministry Team

Risk-Taking 
Mission Ministry 

Team

Extravagant 
Generosity Resource 

Ministry Team

Radical Hospitality is the work of the Spirit which 
flows through all the ministry teams.
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For each of the mission areas, there is a lay leader 
who helps guide the ministries in their areas and 
provide coordination between all the ministries.  You 
can contact any of them if you have questions or 
would like to offer feedback or offer to serve.  The lay 
leaders are:

Worship:  Paul Audley  
Audley.Paul@gmail.com

Intentional Faith development:  
Mikala Rahn

 mikala@learningworkscharter.com

Risk-Taking Mission:  
Beth Gerber 

beth@lightext.com

Generosity & Resource: 
 JP Harris  

jpthenvgtr@gmail.com

The Administrative Committees fall under 
Extravagant Generosity as they are the supports 
for the other areas of mission.  Those include the 
Board of Trustees who care for the property of the 
congregation that is the site for some of our ministry, 

the Committee on Finance which oversees the 
financial stewardship for the church and the Staff 
Parish Relations Committee (SPRC) which supports 
and evaluates staff and plans for emerging leadership 
needs of the congregation. The chairpersons of those 
committees currently are:

 

Board of Trustees:  
Marilynne Wilander, 

Marilynne.wilander@gmail.com

Committee on Finance:  
Cynthia Kurtz, 

cjkurtz626@gmail.com
 

Staff-Parish Relations Committee:   
Darla Dyson, 

dyson.darla@gmail.com

Feel free to reach out to any of these leaders to 
learn more about what their mission areas do.  The 
next magazine will list the leaders in other ministry 
teams.
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Welcome to Our New 
Members in 2021

Yes, you heard that right!  We have new members since the pandemic hit!  Please help us to welcome them to 
our church family!   

Aisha Figilis-Williams – Many of you know Aisha already – she has been with our staff since 
May 2018, being our facilities manager and staffing our front office – and she has done a great 
job!   When the pandemic hit and no one was available to safely manage our Social Services 
ministry, Aisha stepped up and started distributing food, taking donations, and stocking the 
shelves.    She is an amazing woman!   In January this year, Aisha decided to be baptized and 
she became a member of FUMC Pasadena on the same day.  Her husband, Phil, supports and 
encourages her from the sidelines! 
Welcome Aisha! 

Jamie McKelvy – Jamie began as a visitor in the summer of 2019 when he was interning with JPL, working with 
atomic clocks and the global positioning system.   Jamie hails from Alabama and he wanted to find a Methodist 
Church that was reconciling and open to all people.   Well, he found us from our website and loved it!   Jamie 
went back to Alabama to finish his degree at Alabama Tuscaloosa and, when he got the opportunity to work full 
time at JPL, he came back!   Jamie joined as a member in January and he worships with us on-line.  
Welcome Jamie!  

By Rev. Dr. Deb Shepherd-Webster

Congratulations to 
UMW Members!

We are pleased to share the good news that our United Methodist Women “unit” was recently recognized at the 

District Meeting with 4 different certificates:

• Meeting the requirements of a 5 Star Giving Unit

• An award as a 60-40 Unit for donating at least 60% of all money to official UMW projects

• A Book Certificate for Ann Burke, who completed the UMW Reading Program

• A Book Certificate for Marilynne Wilander, who also completed the UMW Reading Program

Congratulations to everyone!
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The Foundation scholarships for the school year 2021-2022 are available starting April 1, 2021.

A reminder to all new applicants and renewal recipients of academic scholarships from the 
Pasadena Methodist Foundation, you must apply for your scholarship request annually.

New and renewal applications can be found on the Foundation’s website at www.
pasadenamethodistfoundation.org or you may pick up your new or renewal application in the 
church office. Please return your application to the church office or email it to 
sclairday@pasadenamethodistfoundation.org by June 01, 2021.

We	want	to	thank	you	for	your	generous	donation	to	Give	Ye	Them	to	Eat	
(GYTTE)	of	$605	on	12/31/2020.	This	means	a	lot	to	us	and	the	people	we	
serve.	As	you	probably	know,	with	COVID,	donations	have	gone	down	and	
we	are	working	hard	to	keep	our	work	going	in	favor	of	the	rural	poor	in	
the	state	of	Puebla,	maintaining	the	Tree	of	Life	Training	Center	and	our	
personnel.

We	hope	that	by	mid-year	churches	can	begin	to	consider	sending	work/
study	teams	again.	Meanwhile	we	will	be	offering	Virtual	Mission	Journeys	to	GYTTE	sometime	soon.	
Last	year	many	people	enjoyed	and	learned	a	lot	about	GYTTE’s	work	and	about	Mexico.

We	are	beginning	to	raise	money	for	our	next	class	of	25	Health	Promoters	who	will	begin	their	first	of	
three	one-week	courses	in	early	2022.	We	have	decided	to	assign	donations	made	in	November	and	
December	to	this	purpose.	The	cost	of	the	entire	course,	per	woman,	is	$1,050.		We	raise	money	so	that	
we	can	provide	scholarships	as	the	women	tend	to	come	from	economically	disadvantaged	families.	So	
thank	you	for	helping	us	begin	our	Health	Promoter	Fund	for	2022.

Our	current	group	of	women	was	to	have	had	their	last	course	at	the	Tree	of	Life	Training	Center	in	
March.	But	due	to	COVID	we	are	postponing	until	September.	Eighty-eight	promoters	participated	in	one	
of	six	small	day-long	Zoom	meetings	to	learn	about	COVID	prevention	in	October	and	November.	These	
were	a	big	success.

We	thank	God	for	your	prayers	and	support	of	GYTTE.

Below is a letter of thanksgiving received 
from our mission partners, Give Ye Them 
to Eat, in the state of Puebla, Mexico.

Scholarships

The Foundation is pleased to announce the receipt of a generous bequest from the estate of Janice 
M. Miller, spouse of Roy Miller. Roy and Janice were active members of our church and Roy was 
deeply involved in the leadership of the Pasadena Methodist Foundation. We give thanks to God for 
the lives of these faithful ones and for their generosity toward the Foundation.

Pasadena Methodist Foundation News
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Holy Week

Sunday, March 28 – Drive-through Palm Sunday
Celebration – 8:30 a.m.
Join a car parade around the church, receiving palm branches in the parking lot and 
then driving up and down Colorado Blvd.  All participants will receive a “Holy Week 
in a Bag” containing supplies for Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter Morn.  
You’ll be home in time for Children’s Sunday School and the online worship service!

March 28 – April 3 - Holy Week Activities
• Maundy Thursday Zoom Love Feast & Foot Washing - 6 - 7:30 p.m.
• Virtual Good Friday Worship, April 2, 7 p.m. on the YouTube channel.
Details will be shared via special emails and announcements.

Easter is Coming – April 4, 2021
Join us for festival virtual celebration at 10 a.m. on YouTube!


