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Our boxes are largely unpacked and we are beginning to feel 
settled in our new home in Pasadena. The church campus at 
First Church is beginning to feel not quite so overwhelming; I 
can, most of the time, find my way to where I need to go around 
the campus (I can even direct guests to the nearest restroom!).  
More importantly, the people and faces of First Church are beginning to 
feel familiar, and evermore beloved as I get to know your personal stories, 
as well as your devotion to the church and its’ ministries. In short, I am beginning to feel 
like the pastor of FUMC, Pasadena. To be sure, there is so much more to learn on nearly 
every front, but it is deep joy and privilege to partner with you in leading the ministries 
of this great congregation. 

Since my earliest “Meet and Greet” gatherings, I have often been asked about my vision 
for the church. The question is understandable given that I am new to you, and we 
are living in challenging and uncertain times. We are all trying to understand “what’s 
next” for the church and its ministries.  The church, perhaps more than any other 
institution, has been a place of faith-filled certainty, community and continuity in 
our lives. The church is a place that both grounds us in God’s grace, and focuses us 
toward God’s presence in, and purpose for our lives.  Our mission is always the same: 
to grow as disciples of Jesus Christ, to nurture others into this grace-filled faith, and 
to transform our world through acts of compassion and service in the name of Christ. 
The mission of the church never changes, but our vision, how we will meet the mission, 
changes and evolves to meet the reality of the community and times in which serve.  

The last 18 months of this pandemic have altered all of our lives and have fundamentally changed the 
way we “do” church. We never imaged that the church would move “online” for over a year, and that 
our emergence from this pandemic would include the new reality that we effectively now have two 
campuses, one that meets in our beautiful buildings on Colorado Blvd. and one that gathers online for 
worship, Bible studies, support and administrative meetings.  We are using technology and learning to 
communicate in entirely new ways. We are adapting and pivoting as we live into this new time. While 
we are are yet in the earliest days of understanding what this new way of being the church looks like, 
our core mission has not changed. 

As much as I would sometimes prefer clear and precise “marching orders” that will lead us toward 
a certain goal, I’ve come to trust that God calls us to simply take the next faithful step. For some of 
us, the next faithful step involves being present in worship, or signing up for a Bible study, making a 
financial pledge to support the church, or beginning a practice of daily prayer. As a congregation, our 
next faithful step may include expanding our outreach in the Pasadena community, enhancing our 
ministries to children, youth and families, committing ourselves to new ministries with the unhoused, 
or refurbishing our Great Hall in order to better serve the needs of the church and community. As I 
begin my journey with you as your pastor, I am looking forward to listening to God’s call, engaging 
with our community, partnering with our leaders and congregation to take the next faithful steps in 
the ministry of this wonderful congregation. 

Thank you for welcoming Mark and me so warmly into this community. We are so glad to be making 
our home among you. Your kindness, grace, joy and faithfulness give witness to God’s ongoing work in 
this church. I am excited to journey with you as we take the next faithful steps in shared ministry. 

The Next Faithful Step

Rev. Dr. Amy Aitken



Announcements November 2021

The Harvest Festival is on November 14 during Coffee 
Hour! Every year, we call on the creativity of our 
community to raise money to serve our unhoused 
neighbors. Show off your culinary skills, crafting 
projects, or donate gently used items that would make 
great holiday gifts. Here are some ideas to get you 
started:

• Bake cookies for sale, packaging them in bags of 1 
dozen

• Bake breads, cakes or pies  
• Bring single treats (e.g., cupcakes, muffins, large 

cookies) for $1 each.  
• Other foodie items like seasoned nuts, spice 

blends, soup mixes, or frozen casseroles are also 
appreciated  

• Gently used jewelry, holiday crafts and specialty 
items are welcome 

Drop off items for sale Saturday morning, Nov. 13 or 
Sunday before worship. Please contact pamelamarx@
sbcglobal.net to let us know what you can donate.  
Many thanks for your help.

The Annual Harvest Festival Third@First

The Joy of Chamber Music

Saturday, November 20, 2021 - 4:00 p.m. 

The Third@First concerts continue with a 
program of chamber music on November 
20 at the usual 4:00 p.m. time. Junko Ueno 
Garrett and David Garrett will be joined 
by three of David’s colleagues from the 
LA Philharmonic: violinists Johnny Lee 
and Jordan Koransky, and violist Jarrett 
Threadgill. They will perform Joseph Haydn’s 
Trio in G and the Piano Quintet of César 
Franck.  As always, admission is free and a 
reception will follow in Fellowship Hall.

Everyone is invited to help with decorating 
the church for Advent and Christmas. The 
fun will begin after worship on November 21. 
Hope to see you there!

Help Hang the Greens
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Rose Parade Bleecher Seating

Are you ready for the Rose Parade this 
year? It’s never to early to prepare. 
Sharp Seating will be handling all 
tickets for Rose Parade grandstand 
seating. Visit their website: https://
tickets.sharpseating.com/.

When something hits close 
to home, it affects us deeply. 
During the Advent and 
Christmas season, we journey 
through scriptures and rituals 
that are tender, heavy with 
emotion, and vulnerable. We 
carry the memories and truths 
of this season close to our 
hearts.  Plan now to be present 
as we return home to the church 
sanctuary to observe this holy 
season together.

November 28 - First Sunday of Advent: “Homesick”

December 5 - Second Sunday of Advent and Holy 
Communion: “Laying the Foundation”

Advent Workshop - Time TBA

December 12 - Third Sunday of Advent 
Children’s Pageant

December 18 - 4 p.m. - Third@First: 
Christmas Joy Concert

December 19 - Fourth Sunday of Advent: 
“Seeking Sanctuary”

Christmas Open House at Pastor Amy and Mark’s 
home 2 p.m. - 5 p.m. 

December 21 -  7 p.m. Longest Night Service

December 24 - Christmas Eve
• 5 p.m. Family Service
• 8 p.m. Christmas on the Bleachers
• 11 p.m. Candlelight Service: “Invited Home”

Advent and Christmas

Social Service Giving and Volunteering

As the weather gets colder, our 
unhoused neighbors will need 
warm clothing and supplies. Please 
consider donating clothing, such 
as coats, sweaters, sweatshirts, 
sweatpants, socks, and beanies to 
our Social Service Pantry. You can 
drop off new or gently used items 
at the church office. If you’d like to purchase something 
for the pantry, choose from our Amazon Wish List and 
items will be shipped right to the church. Scan the QR 
code to access the site.

We are always on 
the lookout for 
volunteers. If you’re 
looking for ways to 
serve the community 
and have a little fun 
while doing it, join us 
on Tuesdays from 10 
a.m. to 12 p.m. Look 
for the volunteer 
sign-up link in eNews 
and the bullein.

Volunteers Irmgard Frey and Junko Ueno 
Garrett f illing bags of groceries.

Our District Superintendent, Rev. Melissa Roux MacKinnon, has 
set the date of the annual Charge Conference for our Pasadena 
Mission Area churches on Sunday, November 21 at 5:30 p.m., 
using the Zoom conferencing platform. All are invited - contact 
the church off ice for the link.

Charge
Conference
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RETURN SERVICES REQUESTED

Watch your mailbox for pledge cards and 
more information about the upcoming 
giving campaign. 

Don’t forget your completed pledge card 
on Dedication Sunday, November 21.

Reminder


